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this Letter to you. I can with great Truth al- 
ſure you, that my Motives for publiſhing it were 
the ſame, which you ſay prevailed with you, to 
make your Remarks on ſo many celebrated Au- 
thors, about Bleeding in the Small-Pox *. I 
ſhall take the Laberty to tell you them in your 
own Words; viz. That it has not proceeded from 
a Diſpoſition in me to diſpute, but from a' Convic- 
tion, that ſome of your Notions are, Miſtakes, and 
the Arguments uſed inſufficient to ſupport "them, 
and an Apprebenſion that proper Anſwers ta them 
may be a happy Means to preſerve many from prac- 
tifing according to Rules, which.manifeſtly tend to 
the Prejudice of the Sick. You profeſs a Deſire 


of being better informed, if you are wrong in a 


* 


* Vid. Treatiſe, Part I. e. Ses. 74 


Ly | 
- * 
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©! NCE my Deſign in writing is the Good 
of Mankind, as much as your's can be, 1 
hope there needs no Apology for addreſſing 


3 
* 
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of your Sentiments ; and of being ready to change 
__ them, When ye are convinced that they are 
wrong. But 4 Man is fo full of himſelf, 
and thigk® his N wledge derived in · ſuch a Way 
as youllllo'ygur's, it is no eaſy matter to convince 
4 , bim.” ee reckon it far beyond my Abili- 
ties, an ss not to be accompliſhed, vinleſs 
by dne an perfuade you, that he has had 
Communications of the ſame Kind ſuperior to 
| our's. a | $ : "KS | 
| : You are now become a voluminous Author, 
having publiſhed ſeven * bound Books and one 
Pamphlet. And your Merit, in your owt! Opi- 
nion, ſeerns to advance in a very high Pröpor- 
tion with the Increaſe of your Writings. Your 
former Works had full enough of a dogmatical, 
magiſterial Air. You ſay, indeed, you write 
for the T-norant, to inſtruct Students, and 
For the Uſe of Families, to whoth you know they 
will be nſeful. But by your aſt Performance, I 
mean your Medical Principles an Cautions, you 
ſfeem to be got to the very Pinnacle of Infallibi- 
ty, and to dictate in Phyſic as abſolutely, as his 
Holineſs at Rome does in Divinitx. 
The Pope Gerives his Authority from the Pre- 
rogative of his Seat, St Peter's Chair, and pre- 
oy. — be Chriſt's Vicar on Earth. Tou 
em to claim a more expreſs divine Authority, 
by your Motto, There is a God in Heaven ut 
+ © chooſe to mention the Titles of thetn- here, that my 
Referen&s may be the ſhorter, and yet readily anderftvod :. 


A Treati/e on the Small-Pox, in two Parts: Two Volumes 
on.Fevers; one called, Rational Methods of curing Fever: 


are Medical Praftice, Rc. A Treatiſe on pff, Di- 


ati on the Stone und Gout, & c. Lefrerr re- 
"ating to the Plague. A Compendium of the Practice of Phy- 
4 Medical Principles aui Cuntionn 
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you are at leaſt one of Heaven's prime Favou- _. = 
rites, and that thoſe Secrets are immediately re: i F< 
vealed unto, you. Lou had batare told us, in 1 
your Preface to your Book on the Stone: and we 
Gout, that you believed ſome. of yaur Thoughts ("lt 
13 came from that goed God, al . | 4 kl 
n Knawledge. And your Greek Texts of "Of 
Scripture, in the Title Pages, and at the End of + 7% 
ſeveral of your Books, hint at the ſame. _ ... 1 
When a Man is arrived at this Height, I be- __ , 


heve, indeed, it would be a vain Thing, to at- 
tempt to canvince him; as vain, perhaps, as to 
argue with a Quaker about the Light within, 
Which he ſays he feels; or with a pretended: Pro- 

het, Who talks of the Inſpiration of his God. 

ut! pe, ſome at leaſt of your Readers, ſome 
af the haung Students, ſome of the Families you 
write for, may be open to Conviction; may have 
Reaſon and Candour enough, to hearken to and 
examine {ome other Cautions beſides your's, even 
though they ſhould be Cautions about your own 
Writings ; and may think it right to ſuſpend 
their Faith in you, till they have enquired well 0 
into your Credentials; and to require ſome fur- 
ther Evidence than your bare Word, Why they 
ſhould ſubmit to you, as the Standard of Medi- 
cal Practice, in Oppoſition to the reſt of the 


And it is for the Sake of theſe only, that I 4 ' 2 
have undertaken to write this Letter; to warn wn 
them againſt ſuch Doctrines and Practices of | 448 
your's, as 1 think at leaſt as dangerous, as you | | 0 | 
can think the Practice of all other Phyfici- +a 
ans. You might otherwiſe have publiſhed fifty 4 9 q 
Volumes, if you. had pleaſed, and never been . 1 j 
diſturbed by me; but left to enjoy the Happi · | | 
£47 B 2 ness. | 


| kl; l vou haue hitherto" done, of thinking 


in che ſhort Compaſs of a Letter, which 1 am 
_ afraid wil be thought Jong enough as it is, by 
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your. Works were approved by learned Men, be- 


YN cauſe nobody bad written againſt them . 
I T cannot pretend to take Notice of all the re- 


markable* Things; in your numerous Volumes, 


uch as are unacquainted with your Works; but 
ſhall make my Obſervations on ſuch Things, as 
are moſt particular, or of moſt Importance to be 


taken Notice of. As to your Style and Method, 


you reckon it ungenerous for any body to attack 
you about them; therefore I ſhall only ſay, that 
I like your Style beſt where it is moſt conciſe, 
which it is remarkably more in ſome of your late 
Books, than in your former. And if I ſhould 
happen to ſay the ſame Thing more than once, 


you, I hope, and your Readers, will excuſe me, 


as your Works abound ſo much in Repetitions. 
But though I am to ſay no more about your 
Style and Method, 1 cannot help taking Notice 
of your Air, and Manner of writing. It is 


with ſo much Self- ſufficiency, and Pretenſions to 
Superiority, as are not often to be met with in 


any Author, that calls himſelf a regular Phyſici- 
an. How often are we told, that the Patients 


The Collectors of the Medical Eſſays and Obſervations 
at Edinburgb, who ſeem to be both learned and wiſe Men, 
do not indeed write properly againſt your Book on the Small- 
Pox, but they ſay, in the very ſhort Account they give of 
it, that your Plethora (which I ſhall ſpeak of afterwards) is 
confined to ſo many Circumſtances, that ſcarce ever ſuch a Pa- 


tient will be met with. And they add, 1f Dr Lobb 4i/- 


claims Blood. letting in the Small. Por, Dr Loeber, Profeſſor 


© of Medicine at Jena, in his Sure Rules to a ſucceſsful Cure of 


the Small-Pox, recommends repeated and plentiful Bleeding, 


and the greateſt Care not to follow the Anti-phlogiflic Method. 


Medical Eſſays and Obſervat. Vol. I. p. 348. 
8 ho. TED had 


* 
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had been under other Care, perhaps of one, two, 
or more Phyſicians, who had uſed ſuch and 
ſuch Means to zo purpoſe, and that they were 


as they came to be under your Direction, they 
were preſently better, and generally quite well in 
a very little Time? And you always pute the 
Amendment and Recovery to your Medicines, 
how little ſoever they were adapted to ſuch an 
Effect, either from their Nature and Power of 
Operation, or from the ſmall Doſes, or the 
ſhort Time they had been uſed. You aſſume 
all the Praiſe to yourſelf, and never . 
Allowance for a Change that might have 


5 


adually working, by the Preſcriptions of others, 
ough it had not diſcovered itſelf till 3 
commenced your Patients. Who but yourſe 
would have publiſhed ſuch ſilly (as well as te- 
dious) Letters, as thoſe in 25 Hit. of your 


Book on painful Diſtempers, from a poor igno- 


rant Man at Liverpool, and ſtuffed with ſuch 
fulſome Compliments to you, in Praiſe of your 
ſuperior Skill? What could be your Deſign in 
this, but to inſinuate to ſome of your Readers, 
who may be as weak as this Man, dar you ſo far 
excel the reſt of the Faculty, in Capacity and 
Judgment, as to be able to underſtand a Caſe by 
a written Deſcription, (and a very bad one too) 
better than other Phyſicians who are on the Spor, 
and fee the Patient; and by that Means to pro- 


Country where that Book ſhall be read? And 


ſcribe at all, upon ſuch a Repreſentation of a 
Caſe ; eſpecially when the Man tells you ſuch an 
inconſiſtent Story about his Wife's Diſtemper, 
viz. that both the Doctors agreed it to be an In- 
. "= . fammation 
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commonly growing worſe and wo#ſe z but as ſoon 


cure Buſineſs by Letters, from all Parts of the 


who but yourſelf would have ventured to pre- 
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of them ſa. mild, 


2 > 
uation an the Top of ber Stomach, and - the 
1 Cholic, and ſomething of the Rheyumatiſm ? 
This ſurely. was written for the /gxorant and for 
Families, hardly I think for Students, except very 
young ones indeed; and even theſe I ſhould hope 
would ſoon. grow wiſe enough to ſee thorgugh it. 
You are likewiſe continually r of | 


the di- 
vine Bleſs, and the happy Series of Succeſſes that 
Jeu have met with in your Practice; and you tell 


us that very few ur Patients, in proportion, 
bave - < fr «a 2 haſe few we 7 ogls have 
ſome Apology z that they would not be regular 
in taking yaur Medicines, or you was ſent. for 
too late, or not ſuffered to attend long enough, 
or there was ſame Accident in the Caſe, or ſome 
other Phyſician was in Conſultation, to bear part 
of the Blame, at leaſt if there was any. In your 
Book on Fevers, you have given us ſeventy- 
ſeven Caſcs of Patients, under different Kinds of 
Fevers, who all recovered. Without doubt all 


this is to make People believe, they are ſafer in 


your Hands than in any other. Such a Num- 
ber of Patients recovering from Fevers, may 
ſtrike the Ignorant, may amuſe Families, and in- 
fluence them to employ you. But thoſe that arc 
125 ges, will not wonder that moſt of them at 

ſt recovered z as there appears, even from 
your Deſcription of by far the greateſt Part of 


them, to have been in as little Danger, as can 
well be imagined, in Fevers of ſuch and ſuch 


Denqminations. To inſtance only in your Caſes 
of Putrid and Malignant Fevers: They are maſt 

= nobod 1 could well Know 
them to belong to thoſe Claſſes, if you had not 


ranked them under thoſe Titles. And if no 


Caſes of that kind were more malignant than 


theſe of your's, I think the Name Mei Vu, 
wt 0 N x we 


Seger. LS, TL ISAS g. amen YT een 


1 7 4 
well be laid aſide. Print your Cafes fairly as hey 


occur, and do not pick out four or five eaſy 
ones, out of all you have met with of that Sort 
in twenty or thirty Years, and then let the 
World judge who has moſt Succeſss. 


But leſt all you fay of yourſelf, ſhould not be 


ſuffcient to promote your Practice, and the 
Sale of your Books, you call in the Aſſiſtance of 

m Dedications and Recommendations. 
The e, how much ſoever they may dazzle the Eyes 


of the rorunt, and prejudice Families in your 


Favour, or make your Books to be read and 
eſteemed by ignorant Apothecaries and Appren- 


tice-Boys, will have no Effect on "thoſe that are 


5 Judges of Writings in Phyſic. They will 
rm their Opinion from the Books themſelves, 
if they beſtyw the Time to read them. Boer- 
hagve' deſcribes theſe Judges, in his Preface to 
his Aphoriſms: Qui antique ſcrutati, nova non 
ignorant, videbunt quid e fit. Et bos ego 
ſolos idpnevs operis Judices agnoſco. Now to this 
Rule, to theſe Judges, would I appeal for the 
Meaning of what Boerhbaave ſays about your 


Book on the Small-Pox. I would aſk theſe. 


Judges, and particularly fuch of them, as are 
well acquainted with Boerhaave's ſtrong Style, 
and his uſual Complaifance ; whether chat Pa- 
ragraph of a Letter to Dr Mortimer, which you 
have made ſuch a Puff with, was not rather 


1 as a Compliment, than as a thorough 
robation of the Performance. Boerhaave” 


to correſpond with the Doctor, as Secretary 

of the Royal Society. And having received 
from the Doctor the Preſent of a Book, written 
by a Brother-in-Law, (as doubtleſs the Doctor 
informed him) he could not avoid faying fome- 
thing about it, in the next Letter he wrote. 2 
| might 
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what he ſaid as a Compliment, 


might defi 
Mortimer, and perhaps partly to 


partly to 


Dr 


you, in return for the Compliments yo had 


made. him in the Book. And after he had once 
written it to a Man in that public Character, 
is there any wonder that he ſhould give Leave, 
when it was aſked, to have it printed? But alas! 


How different is it from the high Encomium of 


Sdenbam's Writings on the Small-Pox, which he 
voluntarily and with deſign publiſhes to the 


World himſelf, even in his Aphoriſms, where 


he mentions the Names of ſo very few Authors? 
In the Beginning of his Chapter on the Small- 
Pox he ſays, Cuj us "—_— adeo accurata Syden- 
hami deſcriptio, cui decies legi merenti pauca modo 
addenda habeo. Now if ſo great a Man, as all 
the World muſt allow Boerbaave to have been, 
when he was to write a Chapter on the Small- 


Pox, in fo finiſhed, ſo inimitable a Book, as his 


Aphoriſms is; could, from his own clear Un- 
derſtanding, and his very comprehenſive Know- 


ledge of Books and Things, find ſo very little 


to add, to what our excellent Sydenbam had ſaid 
on this Subject; how could he think ſo very 
bulky and tedious a Treatiſe as your's ne- 
ceſſary ? SF 

Another Thing very remarkable in your Wri- 
tings, is your very great and uncommon Faith 
in Medicines. Indeed they muſt generally be of 
your own preſcribing, or elſe their ſuppoſed Et- 
tet muſt correſpond with ſome of your. favou- 
rite Opinions; and if they ſeem to do that, you 


are not very nice about the Probability of the 


Facts, or the Authority you have them from, as 


we ſhall ſee in ſome Inſtances by and by. What- 


ever you preſcribe almoſt always does good, and 
in a very little time too, whether the Doſes be 


"ſmall 
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ſmall or large; whether the Caſe be curable or 
not. For in your few unſucceſsful Caſes, you could 
eaſily. perceive a manifeſt Benefit * from your Me- 


dicines, though they could not effect a Cure. If 


you put but three Grains of burnt Hartſhorn, 
or one Grain of Caſtor, or two or three Grains 
of Sal. Prunel. (which others would think in 
that Quantity a mere Chip in Porridge) into a 
Bolus, or even into a Julep which is for many 
Doſes ; under your Direction they are of Impor- 
tance. Who but yourſelf would lay any Streſs, 
or even expect any Good at all, from Palv. e 
Chel. Di. Antimon. diaph. Muſc. Corallin. a a WS 
Sal. Abfinth. * Sal. Prunel. of each two Grains, 
to be all mixed and divided into Þ eight Doſes ? 
Or from Saffron and Camphire of each two 
Grains, to be boiled in a Glyſter? | Or who 
would think of curing moſt profuſe Sweats, which 
had continued every Night for fix Weeks, b 

one ſingle Doſe of Sal. Prunel. gr. viii. Sal. 
Mart. gr. iii.? $ If you propoſe large Doſes, 
and very frequently repeated, (which indeed you 
hardly ever do but to prevent the Small- Pox ) ſo 
that you apprehend fome inconvenient Conſe- 
2 likely to occur, before your grand De- 
ign is anſwered; you have a Remedy at Hand 
for every one of them. Theſe Remedies you 
ſeem to think you can ſend, like a Meſſenger on 
an Errand, and that you can determine the Ope- 
ration of them, as readily as you can quench a 
iven Degree of Flame, by a due Quantity of 


ater, or increaſe it by pouring on a certain 


Proportion of Oil. And if you meet with re- 


ref. to Medical Practice. I Med. Pratt, 
ſet. 47. || Small-Pox, Hiſt. 11 Medic. 
Prat, ſect. 533. CO 
LON fractory# 


wo ol 


[ to |] 
tractory Patients, ſuch as 1 who will not 


take your Medicines, you know how to man 
them by external Means. You can apply 
your Attenuants and Difſolvents, nay, and even 
Cordials and Aſftringents too, in outward Forms; 
either in Cataplaſms to the Wriſts, or a Plaiſter 
to the Stomach, (in which ſometimes five Grains 
of native Cinhebar for a Child, or twenty 
Grains for an Adult, is a ſignificant Ingredient) 
or a Culcitra pro Scrobiculo Cordis, or a Fomen- 
tation to the Palms of the Hands, and Soles of 
the Feet. So that you can both cool and warm, 
lower the Pulle of falle i it, NN — he thin. 
ner or thicker, as you pleaſe, 
ſame Medicines 8 the Furface Theft Boch, 
which at other times you give inwardly; and al 
this with Succeſs too through the Divine Bleſſing. 
You do indeed alſo give us ſome Inftances of 
your extraordinary Faith in Preſcriptions, that 
are not your 'own. One is your beheving, that, 
a Man may be cured” of the Stone, by eating 
one mouthful of dry Bread in a Morning fat. 
ing, and that too in a very ſhort Time, viz. A 
Meet or ten Days. This you ſeem to believe as 
readily, as if you had the Sanction of the Col- 
lege for it. But then the plain Reaſon of your 
Aſſent is, that it ſeems to make for your Argu- 
ment. And it is too common an Obfervation, 
that Mankind are very apt to give Credit, to al- 
moſt any Stories that ſuit their 8 and can 
be made uſe of as a, plauſible Su to ſome 
peculiar Doctrine of their own. . For my Part, 
it ſeems difficult to determine, which of the 
two has the moſt Efficacy, this mouthful of Bread, 
or ſome of your laſt-mentioned „ They 


* 2 Stone and Gout, ſect. 1044, to 1050. 
| that 
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that can believe one, need not doubt of the Vir- 
tue of the other; and may, I think, be perſuaded 
to believe any thing, that does not imply an ex- 
yu Contradiction, either to Reaſon or their 
nſes. Though if the Divine Bleſſing almoſt al- 
ways attends your Preſcriptions, (as you would 
have us believe) it ſeems to be of little Impor- 
tance, whether they have great or ſmall Efficacy 
in themſelves. For nobody will queſtion, but 
that God can work by the weakeſt Inſtruments, 
or without any natural viſible Means at all, if he 
pleaſes. But the Man, that claims the Privilege 
of being a diſtinguiſhed Favourite of Heaven, 
ought certainly to make out his Pretenſions. 
Another Inſtance. in the ſame Book is, your 
Hiſtories - of great Benefit from the Juice and 
the Decoction of Onions *, to Perſons afflicted 
with the Stone, A Man muſt be pretty eaſy of 
- Belief, that can pay any Regard to ſuch hearſay 
Stories, and told in ſuch a Manner, as plaialy 
ſhows, . the Writers of thoſe Letters were no 
Judges of the Affair, and even knew but little 
of the Caſes they wrote about; and more eſpe- 
cially as the Gentleman, who thought he found 
ſo much Benefit by the Juice of Onions, did at 
laſt die of the Stone. If you would draw any 
Concluſion at all from ſuch Tales as theſe, the 
utmoſt ought to be only this, that perhaps it 
might be worth while, for other Perſons troubled 
with the Stone, to make further Trials of Oni- 
ons. But you readily fall in with ſuch Accounts, 
and take them all for Facts, (though related by 
thoſe that know not how-to make ſuch Obſerva- 
tions) and make Inferences from them, becauſe 
they ate agreeable to your Scheme: Whereas, if 


| * gect. 1010, to 1038. 17 
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the beſt Phyſicians in the World were to tell 


ou of Caſes which they have cured by large 
Ren you would think them in the 
Wrong, and be apt to ſay, thoſe Patients might 
have been happily cured without them. 

Io this ſame ſtrong Faith of your's, I muſt 
alſo aſcribe another of your favourite Schemes, 
viz. that of curing the Small. Pox without it's 
coming to Eruption; which is the Subject of the 
ninth” Chapter of the ſecond Edition of your 
Book upon that Diſtemper. Your Propoſal is, 
either to prevent any Effect of the variolous in- 


fectious Effluvia, upon the Blood of ſuch Per- 


ſons as have been much expoſed to them; or to 
cure, after the Infection has taken place, and the 
Diſeaſe is begun, in It's firſt febrile State, ſo as to 
hinder the Eruption and other ſubſequent Stages. 


And a fine Scheme indeed it would be, if it 


it could be brought to bear; as it would make 
even Inoculation, as you ſay, a needleſs Opera- 
tion. But after all your fine Harangue about it, 
(to which, in your firſt Edition, you put 1 — D. 
at the End but have left that out in the ſecond) 
I appeal to all Men of Senſe, that are not pre- 
ju iced in the Canſe;, And are proper Judges of 

iſeaſes, and of the Nature and Operation of 
Mediemes, whether you have given any ſort of 


Proof, even of the Probability of preventing the 


Infection from taking place. And of this only 
have you yet made any Experiments. Of the 
Caſes which you have related to this Purpoſe, it 


is true, that ſome of the Perſons had been ex- 


poſed to Danger of Infection. But who can ſup- 
Poſe, that has not a very ſtrong Faith indeed, or 
is not prepoſſeſſed in favour of the Notion, that 


three Drams, or half an Ounce of tbiops Mi- 


neral, taken in ſeven Days, could be their Pre- 
— 3 ſervative; 


a \ 


SO Grd © dt red 


[13] 

fervativez or even ſeven Drams and a Half, in 
Mr Bevis's Caſe * (to make the moſt of it) 
taken in four Days? Theſe People were well 
when they took it, and they remained well. 
What can we - conclude from hence, but that 
their Blood was not at that time in a Diſpoſition 
to receive the Infection? You ſay, indeed, of 
ſome of them, that they never had it ſince, but 
you do not tell us, whether _ have ever been 
in the Way of Infection ſince that time: And if 


they have not, what wonder is it that they have 


never had it ſince? Who is there that has any 
any Knowledge of the World, that does not 
know Inſtances of Perſons, who have been as 
much expoſed to Infection as theſe of your's, 
and yet have eſcaped it without taking any Me- 
dicines? How many have tried to catch this 
Diſtemper, and could not at that time, and yet 


have had it afterwards? Have not ſome been 


inoculated without Effect? Have not ſome 
aſſed all their Lives without the Small- 
Por, though they have gone freely, and fre- 
quently in the Way of it? And yet you can- 
not allow, that theſe few People you mention, 
could be ſuppoſed to have eſcaped it, without 
the Help of your Medicine. Did you never 
know Children have the Small-Pox, who had 
ſome time before taken Ætbiops Mineral, for 


Worms or other Diſorders, as freely, or more 


ſo, than you gave it to ſome of thoſe Adults ? 


If you have not known this happen others have. 


Let any one carefully compare the Caſes of this Man and 


his Wife, with your Hiſtory of their Son's Small-Pox, and 
judge how much theſe Inſtances are to your Purpoſe. They 
attended the Son only till you could determine what the 
Eruption was. What Numbers do the like, and eſcape 
without Z7hiops, or any other preventive Medicine? 
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it cannot be ſuch a powerful ſenſible Aitenuant, as 
you would repreſent. it. One would think, from 


n. 
If Dr Cbeyne could bear to take an Ounce, at 


leaſt, every Day, for four Months together, 
which you quote his own Authority for, ſurely 


your Doctrine, that his Blood muſt have been ſo 
attenuated, as to be quite diſſolved, and the Tex- 
ture of it deſtroyed. But as he bore that large 
Quantity well, how can you conclude, or even 
imagine, that your giving theſe People half an 
Ounce in a whole Week, could have any Effect 
ay their Blood, to ſecure them from Infection? 
It you ſay that a little is ſufficient here, as it is 


peculiarly and ſpecifically adapted, either to alter 


or deſtroy. the variolous * Particles, or to make 
ſuch a Change in the Blood, as to defend it from 
any Infection from them; this is only gratis 
difium, and wants to be proved. And if Boer- 


Have thought (as you tell F us) theſe Caſes of 
your's ſo many Proofs, that the Small-Pox may be 
cured, (or rather prevented) in the Manner pro- 


poſed, what is that to me? What 1s it to any 
Man that is a Judge, and will think for him- 
ſelf ? For if Boerbaave was capable of believing 
uſa ſuch Evidence, I muſt reckon it an Inſtance 

Partiality in a great Man to his own No- 
tions; as the firſt Hints of your Plan are bor- 
rowed from them. But if he could really make 
uſe of ſuch Expreſſions, in his Lectures about 


you and your Book, as you tell us in the Letter 


ſigned || Sam. Daniel; | muſt ſay, Quandoque bo- 
nus dormitat Homerus. One would think he 


could hardly be literally awake, when he pro- 


nounced ſuch Words as theſe : Dedit ille exem- 


* Small-I'$:, ſect. 59). 


I Sed. 621, Kc. 
[ Ibid: © 8 4:0 
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pla multorum ſecundum hanc met bodum ſanatorum, 


nempe per Aithiopem Mineralem. And again, 
2 milta ibi dedit exempla variolarum, 22 
dicam, & ſuffocatarum per A thiopem Mineralem. 
Can theſe Caſes of your's, which are but four at 
the moſt, (for one of the five had the Small-Pox, 
and you yourſelf ſeem hardly to conclude for 
above three of them) be called a great many In- 
ſtances? Can theſe People be ſaid to be cured of 
the Small-Pox, becauſe they eſcaped it, though 
they had been converſant with the Sick? What 
an Expreſſion is variolarum ſuffocatarum, and this 
by half an Ounce of Ætbiops taken in ſeven 
Days? Why did not the Atbiops ſucceed in the 
firſt Caſe, in Maſter King, who was much leſs 
expoſed to variolous Effluvia, he not being at all 


with thoſe that were ſick, fo far as appears? 


Why did it not prevent the Effect of Inoculation 
in Maſter Greene, as he, though a Child, took as 


much of the Medicine to prepare him, as ſome of 


the Adults did to preſerve them from it? If 
Maſter Ning had eſcaped it, his Caſe would have 
been called a ſtrong Example of the Succeſs of 
the Method; but as he had the Diſtemper, we 
are only told that he took the Medicine to pre- 
him for it. Do not the Caſes of theſe two 
ys make as much againſt your. Argument, as 
all the others, if well examined, do for it? You 
may perhaps ſay (as you ſeem to hint) that this 
. Medicine occaſioned the Diſtemper to be mild in 
theſe two Children, though it did not prevent 
it. But have not Thouſands, both in the natu- 
ral Way, and from Inoculation, had it as favou- 
rably, though they took no A thiops Mineral? 


Boerbaave was ſo well ſatisfied of the Effi- 
cacy of this famous Specific, how comes it, that 


we hear of no Inſtances of his ever trying it, os 
has 6 
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he lived ſeveral Years after? He had Authority 
enough to get it ſufficiently tried, and, if it 
anſwered, to have eſtabliſhed the Practice in Hol. 
land, long before he died. From thence it would 
ſoon have come into England, and in a little 
Time would have been ſpread over all the known 


World. So that we ſhould long ago have been 
free, in a great Meaſure at leaſt, from this terri- 
ble Diſtemper; as Infection would have been at 
an End, and none need to have had it, but thoſe 
few that might be ſuppoſed to breed it: And 
perhaps even theſe might have been ſecured, by 
ſuch a proper Uſe of #thiops Mineral, as would 
before this time have been diſcovered. Then all 
the World would have joined with Boerhaave, in 
his Complement to you; Tandem in Britanniis 
ortus eſt vir * clarus, qui ſcriꝑſit de variolis, &c. 
Your Fame in the Annals of Time, would- have 
very far outſhined that of the renowned Harvey. 
Your Book would have been tranſlated, not only 
into French +, but into all Languages where 
Printing is uſed; and your Name would have 
been ecchoed forth by the moſt barbarous Na- 
tions, where they have not the Uſe of Letters. 
And to compleat your Glory, you, yourſelf would 
have lived long enough (which is a Thing that 


* Small-Pox, ſe. 621, Ke. +. Medic. 
Princ: & Cant. ſect. 154. You ſeem to think, that your 


Book on the Small-Pox, being tranſlated into the French 


Language by a Phyſician at Paris, is a Proof that it is eſteem 
ed by that Nation. Would the ſame Concluſion hold for 
every foreign Book which is tranſlated into Eng/ifs ? Are 
there no Authors who write or tranſlate for B ? Did you 
never hear of any Phyſician. who wrote in that Way? Are 
there no ignofant Perſons, no young Students, no Families in 
France, for whoſe Purchaſe that'Phyſician might tranſlate it, 
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as you wrote it for ſuch here? 
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5 n great Men) to have ſeen and 
all this. 

But though Boerbaave did not do this; nor ever 
try the Method, fo far as appears; how comes 
it to paſs, that we have no [bias of your fut- 
ther Progreſs in this Practice, for above twenty 
Years paſt z eſpecially after yoii had heard his 
gh Encominms upon it ? You tell us indeed, in 
a 
learned Doctor in Divinity, of two 1 Wo- 
men, who took Abiops in your Method, and 
eſcaped the Small- Pox. But as theſe Caſes are 
told, they afford leſs Proof (if pofſible) of the 
Probability of the Effect than your own. For 
he only ſays that they ſtaid in the Houſe, when 
the Small-Pox was there, but not that they went 
near the Sick : So that this Account is no Con- 
firmation of your Argument. Let me therefore 
adviſe you to make further Trials, till you have 
got a ſufficient Number of proper Facts, to make 
it indiſputable, that your Method will really pre- 
vent the Small-Pox; and alſo to reviſe and 
amend, or alter if you find Occaſion, (for you 


tell us you have other Remedies to propoſe if 


theſe fail) and then to put in Practice, that other 
Part of your Scheme, via. of curing the Diſtem - 


per after it is begun, in it's febrile State, without 


any Eruption; and when you have eſtabliſhed it 


by ſufficient Experiments, ta get a Patent for it. 


For this latter Part of the Scheme ſeems to be 
hitherto only a Problem, that has never been 


tried by your ſelf, nor by any body elſe; except 


very imperfectly in that one odd Caſe, ſo odd 


told, in the Letter * you give us from Richard- 
ſon the Gloucefterſhire Apothecary, who ſeems to 
be a favourite Diſciple of your's. He gave a 


* Small-Pox, Part II. ſect. 640, &c. 
n D | young 


ate Book called your Compendium, from a 
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Foung Woman eight Scruples of A#thiops in 
three Days, to prevent the Small-Pox. And 
when ſhe had a Fever three Weeks after, which 
was expected to prove a variolous one, he laid 
on a Bliſter, and gave two Drams of Atbiops, 
mixed with other Medicines, in two Days, 0:2. 
the ſecond and third Days of the Sickneſs. She 
was much reheved by all theſe in a few Days, and 
there came out (we don't know when) an Erup- 
tion ſomething like a Miliary one. This Caſe ] 
ſhould not have thought worth any Notice, if 
you had not reckoned it one Inſtance of Succeſs 
from your Method, though ſhe took fo little 
for you ſay the Quality of the variolous Humcur 
was very much altered by the Medicines ſbe took, 
and the Small-Pox. * cured without any proper va- 
riolous Eruption. How haſtily are we apt to con- 
clude, from the mere Shadow of an Argument, 
in favour of our own Schemes! Another In- 
ſtance of this fort we ſee in Sect. 660, where you 
fay, That it appears from the Caſe of this Patient; 
and likewiſe from a Caſe, Part II. Se. 112, that 
Athiops Mineral may be ſafely given to Perſoni 
under the Small-Pox. In that Caſe, Sect. 112, 
you had given to a Boy, half a Dram of # hips 
divided into three Doſes; on the third Day of 
the Diſtemper, (which was mild, and proved the 
diſtinct Sort) becauſe he had voided a Worm. 
But does it follow, that becauſe half a Dram may 
be taken in one Day, in a, mild variolous Fever, 
and two Drams in two Days in a Caſe that was 
no Small-Pox, therefore it may be given freely, 

eyen to a Dram, every two Hours, for twenty- 
four Hours or more, in every Small-Pox Fever, 
before Eruption; whether gentle or violent ? 


| Sect. 657. n MS Reis 


. [ 19 ] | 
Here I would obſerve by the Way, that if thoſe 
other Readers of your's, who (as you tell us with 
ſo much Joy and Triumph *) have informed you, 


that the Succeſſes they bave met with in your . 
5 


of Practice, have convinced them of the Juſtneſ\ 
of your Sentiments, were no better Judges in 
Phyſic, than moſt of the Correſpondents, whoſe 
Accounts you have given us; their Experience 
ang Teſtimony, however it pleafes you, will be 
no Evidence in favour of your Sentiments or 
Practice. For what is Experience without Judg- 
ment? What are the Stories of Succeſſes, hich 
are told by Perſons, who do not underſtand either 
Diſeaſes or Medicines, and therefore know not 
how to make proper Obſervations about them ? 
But to return, - _ | 

There is no doubt but Ætbiops may be given, 
much more largely in many Diſcaſes than it com- 
monly is; but how far it may be proper in high 
Feyers (as that before the Eruption of the Small- 
Pox frequently is) Time and Experience muſt 
ſhow. You propoſe to give a Dram of it every 
two Hours, till twenty-four Hours or more have 
run out, if an happy Period to the Fever be not 
ſooner obtained; and alſo to give half a Dram of. 
Nitre an Hour after every Doſe of Atbiops F. 
Theſe are indeed large Quantities in a little Time 
and it is the more wonderful to ſee them propoſed 
by you, as upon other Occaſions you order them 
ſo very ſparingly || ; -viz. the Zhiops from ten 
to twenty Grains in a Day in chronical Caſes, 
where there is no Fever, and Sal. Prunel. or Nitre 
from one Grain to twenty, or perhaps thirty in a 
Day in Fevers. 85 | 


Medic. Princ. and Cut. ſect. 151, and in ſeveral of 


your other Books. - + Small-Pax, ſect. 607, 608, 614. 


|| See Lobb on Fevers, 5 painful Diſtempers. 
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Whether you may have Occaſion to alter your 
Doſes here, when you review your Plan, or come 
to the Trial, I will not determine. But I would 
recommend it to you, to provide ſome more ef- 
fectual Remedies againſt ſuch Conſequences, as 
— yourſelf ſuppoſe may happen to occur in the 
Uſe of this Method; which, if they are not pre- 
ſently put a Stop to, would oblige you to deſiſt. 
As to any Increaſe of the Fever from the 
Athiops, you are not at all afraid of it. The 
Nature of the Ahiops, as a powerful Attenuant, 
and the refrigerating Quality of the Nitre, will, 
you think, both together be a full Security againſt 
that. So that it ſeems, the Athiops, inſtead of 
increaſing the Fever, muſt help to ſubdue it ; for 
you ſay, Sect. 624, that Nitre alone cannot ac- 
compliſh the Cure. And indeed 'we all know 
there are Fevers, which Nitre, though proper in 
them, cannot conquer in twenty-four Hours. 

If a vomiting ſhould attend, you ſay that Symp- 
tom muſt be firſt removed, before your ſpecifie Me- 
thod is begun ; as if it was almoſt as ſoon, and as 


eaſily to be removed as mentioned. But fince this 
Symptom may ariſe from the Diſeaſe itſelf, as we 


often ſee z or from your Medicines, or from both 
together, and may happen to prove obſtinate 
againſt all the common Methods ; you had need 


to be ſecure of ſome very powerful Antiemetic, 


(perhaps ſome ſpecific one) that may be depend- 
ed upon for ſpeedy Aſſiſtance ; or elſe you will 
be in danger of being prevented, or interrupted 
in your Courſe, and ſo diſappointed of the End 
ropaſled, | ; SR 
Again, If a ſpitting ſhould occur and laſt too 
ng, we have nothing to do but to give forty 
Grains of Flour of Brimſtone, and fix Grains and 
7 Small-Pox, Part. I. ſect. 618. 
. 3 two 
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two Thirds of 4 Grain of Armenian Bole, and r. 
peat them as the Caſe ſpall need.. And you ſay, 
+ There is very little Reaſon to fear a dangerous 
Salivation from this Method, when it is managed 
by thoſe, who know how to check or flop a Saliva- 
tion raiſed by crude Mercury in Unguents, or by 
Mercurius dulcis inwardly taken. Here you make 
quick work indeed] What? Raiſe a Salivation, 
and by Athiops too; judge that it laſts too long, 
and cure it; and all in ſo ſhort a Time as to go 
on with your Proceſs, in order to prevent the 
Eruption? This ſuppoſed Salivation in this Caſe 
muſt be very different from common ones, to be 
raiſed ſo quickly, and ſtopped as ſuddenly at 
Pleaſure, either by your Doſes, or any other 
Method. | | * 2 

And if Tooſe Stools fbould happen l, (which I 
think in many Canſtitutions is not very unlikely) 
you ſeem to reckon the ſtopping of them too is 
at command; either by the ſame Doſes you pre- 
ſcribe for the Spitting, or by adding to them t 
Grains and one third more of Bole, and one Scru- 
ple of Diaſcordium, and repeating them as need 
Hall be. I do not remember to have heard be- 
fore, of ſtopping a Looſeneſs by Sulphur. And 
I own, I ſhould fear that this Ingredient would 
do more to increaſe the Flux, than the Bole and 
Diaſcordium together could to reſtrain it; and 
that the oftener it was repeated, the worſe the 
Complaint would be. Therefore I ſhould adviſe 
you to contrive ſome more effectual Remedy for 
this Purpoſe. - 20 | | 

hope you will not think me tedious, on this 
Article of curing the Small- Pox without Erup- 
tion, (though I am afraid many of Readers may) 
as it is an important Chapter in your Book, and 

7 Ibid. ſect. 610. + SeR. 619. | Set. 611. 
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es upon the Subject. n 
* to your ſeveral Theories, I ſhall not enter 
into a full Examination of them, becauſe it 
would be a very long Argument. Some of them 
are merely ſpeculative, others have a more direct 
Influence upon your Practice. Of ſome of the 
latter I may have Occaſion to take further No- 
tice afterwards, as I go on. You fay they are 
Hypotheſis, but grounded on, 
ted by, the real State of Things *. This 
is much eaſier ſaid than proved. You talk of 
morbid Dgalities in the Blood and other Fluids, of 
your Spiffitudes and Viſcidities ; of acrid Particles, 
or of febrific or contagious ones, and of the Tex- 
ture and Figuration of them, almoſt as freely as 
if one could ſee them with the naked Eye. And 
you ſpeak of your Attenuants, Diſſolvents, In- 
craſſants, Corroboratives, Alteratives, &c. as if 
you could uſe them with as much Certainty, as 
you can make Ebullitions and Efferveſcences, by 
P Mixtures of chymical Preparations in an 
open Veſſel : Or a neutral Salt, by mixing an acid 
and an alkali together, in ſuch Proportion, as to 
come to an exact Punctum Saturationis. You 
have alſo your Rules, to determine the Redun- 


dancy or Deficiency, in the Quantity of the 


Blood and other Fluids, (the nervous one not ex- 
cepted) with almoſt as much Exactneſs, as if 
you was making Calculations by the Help of 
Santtorins*s Chair. If the Solids are too Jax, or 
too rigid, you can rectify either, with almoſt as 


much eaſe; as you can ſtretch or make looſe a 


Cord. 
» Painf: Diſtemp. ſet. 564. Compend. Letter I. 
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Theſe Things found finely from a Proffeſforial 
Chair, and are much eaſier to make « Flouriſh 
with there, than to be put in Practice in a ſick 
Room, either by the Student, or the Profeſſor 
himſelf. And your Cauſes and Significations, of 
the various Symptoms of Fevers, and other Diſ- 
eaſes, furniſh a notable Subject for Reaſoning ; 
by which you can very clearly deduce the ſeveral 
curative Indications which arife from them, ſo ag 
to eſtabliſh them for Principles. Thus, if the 
Cauſe is a Redu of Blood or other Fluids, 
above the due Standard, proper Evacuations are 
indicated. If Diſeaſes are occaſioned by a Defici- 
ency of amy of the animal Fluids, then Reſtor atives, 
and ſuch Remedies as can ſupply that Deficiency, 
are required. And if a morbid Quality of the 
Blood, or other Fluids, be the Cauſe, then ſuch 
ſuitable alterative Medicines, as may correct and 
remove that Quality, (whatever it be) muſt be 
adviſed as the only proper Remedies. 4 
But of all your ſpeculative Theories, there is 
one which you ſeem to- boaſt of particularly as 
your own, and as what you differ in from Boer- 
haave z and that is your Notion of the proximate 
Cauſe of Pain. You ſay, he makes it to be he 
ſtretching of a nervous Fibre, ſo as to threaten a 
Diſſolution. You will have it ſome Action upon 
the Extremities of the Nerves, as too great Preſ- 
ſure, or elſe the immediate Contact of acrid Parti- 
cles. I ſhall not ſtay to ſettle this Difference be- 
tween. you and him. But I muſt obſerve, that 
you do not repreſent his Definition right. You 
do not quote the whole of the Aphoriſm you re- 
ter to. Let any Reader, that is difpoſed, com- 
pare his beautiful, conciſe Chapter, de Dolore, 
both as to the Cauſe and Cure, with your Ac- 
count of this Matter; and perhaps he will - find 
— Boerbaave's 
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[24 ] 
Boer baaue's Definition full as compreheiifive; tn 
his Doctrine at leaſt as intelligible as your's, tho? 
you undertake to correct him. And after all, if 
you or I was in extream Pain, from a Pleuriſy or 
a Stone fixed in the Ureter, or from a Diſloca- 
tion; what would it ſignify to us, whether the 
proximate Cauſe were ſtretching or preſſing, and 
what Difference would it make in the Cure? 
But if a Man muſt aſſign a Reaſon of his own 
for every Phenomenon, not being contented 
with Facts, (in which, with the neceſſary Con- 
cluſions from them, all our real Knowledge of 
natural Things conſiſts) without aiming to ac- 
count for the Cauſes of them; it will be often 
found, that he builds Caſtles. in the Air, or 
amuſes himſelf with. a change or jingle of 
Words. And what he calls Reaſons, will appear, 
when they come to be examined, to be only dif- 


| ferent Expreſſions for the ſame Thing, or telling 


the Fact over again in other Words; and amount 
to no more, than that it is ſo becauſe it is ſo. 

It were eaſy to illuſtrate this by many Exam- 
ples, in Natural Philoſophy, in Chemiſtry, and 


in Phyſic. Thus if I aſk you, why a Roſe is 


red, and Graſs is green,. and you tell me, the 
Reaſon is, that the Roſe only reflects the red 
Rays of Light, and tranſmits or extinguiſhes the 
reſt ; and that the Graſs reflects only the green 
Rays, and tranſmits or extinguiſhes the reſt ; 
what am I the wiſer ? Did I not know that before 
by Experiments? And what is it more than ſay- 
ing, that one is red, becauſe it is red; and the 
other 1s. green, becauſe it is green? Bur if you 
will inform me of the true Reaſon, you muſt tel! 
me what is that Structure of thoſe Bodies, which 
occaſions them to reflect only ſuch Rays and not 
the reſt ; and why, from the different * 7 
* 
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thoſe Rays; 'it muſt be ſo. Again, If I aſk, why 
Aqiza fortis diſſolves Silver and not Gold, and 
du anſwer, that the Particles of that Menſtruum 
attract the Particles of Silver; ſtronger than they 
are attracted by one another, and therefore there 
is a Solution; but that the Particles of Gold at- 
tract one another, ſtronger than they are attracted 
by the Menſtruum, and therefore there is no So- 
lution : What is this but ſaying; there is a Solu- 
tion in one Caſe; becauſe there is a Solution; and 
there is no Solution in the other Caſe, becauſe 
there is no Solution? Whereas; if you will pro- 
rly reſolve my Queſtion, you muſt tell me 

*, from the Nature and inward Texture of the 
Menſtruum and of Silver, they are fo adapted to 
each other, that a Solution muſt follow; and 
why, from the Texture of Gold, that Menſtru- 
um is incapable of diſſolving it. 

In Phyſic too, out of many Examples which it 
would be eaſy to produce, I ſhall only mention 
one, from your k on Painful Diſtempers, 
Hiſt. 46. There you tell of a Woman, who had 
a Pain and Lameneſs in her Hip, and a Loſs of 
her Voice; ſucceeding each other alternately ; ſo 
that when her Voice was affected her Hid was 
ealy, and when the Pain returned into the Hip, 
ſhe recovered her Voice. You fay, that theſe 
two Symptoms were produced by one and the 
ſame Cauſe, viz. An acrimonious viſcid Humour, 
which was tranſlated from one Part to the other 
by turns: And that there was no Senſe of Pain, 
when the morbid Humour was in the Organs of 
Speech, but only when it was in the Hip. This 
Fact then you are to account for, and your Rea- 
ſon is this : That when the Humour was carried 
into the lymphatic Arteries in the Joint of the Hip, 
ſome of the acrid Particles were'protruded to an 

| | E immediate 


and put into other Words? Does it mean any 


moſt all other Phyſicians, both ancient and 


[ 36 ] 3 
ihtmiediate Contatt with the Extremitiet bf the 
Nerves there affekted, and that it happened other. 
wiſe in the Organs of ſpeaking. Now what does 
this pompous Reaſon come to, if it be examined, 


more, than that there was Pain in one ply, be- 
cauſe there was the proximate Cauſe of Pain in 
that part; and there was no Pain in the other 
part, (though the morbid Humour was the fame) 

cauſe there was not the proximate Cauſe of Pain 
in that other part? And what does this differ in 
real Meaning, from ſaying, there was Pain be- 
cauſe there was Pain, and there'was no Pain be- 
cauſe there was no Pain; or that it was fo be- 
cauſe it was fo? _ 155 

But leaving this 1 I ſhall come to 
Things of much more Importance, viz. to make 
ſome Remarks on a Part of your' Theory, which 
is of great Moment in Point of Practice; 1 
mean, your Doctrine about Evacuations. And 
firſt, of that grand and important one Bleeding, 
As to this, there 1s a very great Difference between 
you, and moſt other Writers and Practitioners, 
ſo that if you are in the right in this Matter, al- 


modern, (a very few only excepted) have been, 
and are in the wrong. I do not ſay that your 
Notions are the ſame as Van Helmont's, but you 
ſeem to be almoſt as ſingular in your's, in, the 
preſent Age, as he was in his in the laſt. 

 You- admit of Bleeding, and adviſe it in 2 
Plethora, but not other wiſe; except in a very few 
Inſtances, to prevent a greater Evil, as in the 
Gout in the Head, Sc. where there is not Time 
td wait for the Operation of your other Reme- 
dies. And who deſires ever to bleed, but to pre- 
vent a greater Evil than Bleeding is? But 7 

— ho - | WI 


[ 27 ] 
will not allow us to judge of the greater Evil, as 
you inſiſt upon it, that Bleeding is wrong in all 
Perions that are not Plethoric; “ becauſe it 
« lefſens the due Quantity of the Blood, and of 
« courſe the Strength of the Patient; it weakens 
e tha Action of the vital Organs, diſturbs the 
« Secretions and Excretions, hinders the Atte- 
e nuation and Expulſion of the morbid Hu- 


« mours; and fo increaſes the Danger of the 


« Patient, or retards the Cure, or brings on other 
% Diſeaſes *.' | 

„ By a Plethora you mean too great a Quan- 
« tity of Blood, or more than there ought to be 
« in any Perſon. OD! 

« You ſay, that the Effects of a Plethora are, 
<« too large a Diſtenſion of the ſanguine Veſſels, 
« which occaſions a Compreſſion of the Nerves 
« and Lymphatics; that it reſiſts the Contrac- 
« tion of the Arteries, and therefore renders the 
« Circulation more difficult; that it hinders the 
« Attenuation and Excretion of morbid Hu- 
e mours; and that it may cauſe a Rupture of 
« ſome Veſſels. | 

* And you allow that a Rarefaction of the 
+ Blood makes it take up a greater Space, di- 
« ſtends the Sides of the Veſſels, and often 
drives it into the lymphatic Arteries, as in the 
“ capillary Veſſels of the Whites of the Eyes, 
and makes a Fulneſs of the Veins, and a 
Largeneſs of the Pulſe, in a febrile State.“ Þ 

Now here, you have deſcribed the Effects of 
a Plethora, and of a Rarefaction, in different 
Words; and omitted in the latter ſuch Conſe- 
quences as did not ſuit your Purpoſe. But what 
is the Difference between 10 large 'a Diſtenſſan of 


„Vid. Ration. Meth. . Medic. Caut. Small-Pox, Ge. 


7 Vid. Small-Pox, ſe&. 106, 110, Cc. 44 
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. the ſanguine Veſſels, and the Bloods faking up a 
— Space, ar diſtending the Sides of the Ve 5 
ſets? t is a Diften/ion of the Veſſels, but a 
diſtending the Sides of them ? May not therefore 
all. the other Conſequences follow, in Caſe of a 
Rarefaction, as well as in a Plethora ; xπα. 4 
Compreſſion of the Nerves and Lymphatics, à Re- © 
fiftance to the Contrattion of the Arteries, &c. and 
may it not alſo cauſe & Rupture of ſome Veſſels ? 
If therefore the Effects of a Plethota, and of a 
Rarefaction, are the ſame, at leaſt very often, 
how ſhall we, in many Cafes, diſtinguiſh, whe- 
ther they are owing to one or the other? I am 
afraid all your Rules to judge of a Plethora, will 
frequently fail us. And yet, according to your 
Doctrine, it is of the utmoſt Importance to di- 
ſtinguiſh rightly ; as you ſay, that Bleeding is the 
proper and neceſſary Practice in a Plethora, and 
that it is not only unneceſſary but hurtful in a 
Rarefaction: That in the former, it ſtrengthens 
.#he Action of the vital Organs, helps the Circula- 
tion, Segretions, and Excretions, and aſſiſts in the 
Attenuation and Expulſion of the morbid Humours; 
but that in the latter, the taking away Blood has 
2 quite contrary Effect, i. e. weakens the vital 
Organs, hinders the Circulation, c. Beſides 
that the Rarefa#tion of the Blood from an Exceſs 
of the Fever, and likewiſe any other threatening 
Symptom, may happily and more ſafely be removed 
.. ET a ging: 
Theſe indeed are fine Speeches, and may per- 
haps appear to ſome to contain a plauſible Theo- 
ry; but let them firſt be made out to correſpond 
with Facts, and evident Experience. They ſeem 
to be founded on a Notion, that there is a preciſe 
Quantity of Blood, neceſſary to every Perſon, as 
7 . of the 


| . 
che Standard of Health ; from which he cannot 
vary, on one fide or the other, without ceaſing 
to be well: And allo, that this exact Quantity 18 
to be known by Rules; which tell when it is 
juſt right, or exceeds, or is deficient, So that 
whenever there is too much, we muſt find it out, 
and take away juſt ſo. much as is redundant, and 
no more; and when there is not too much, we 
muſt not 2 any Blood; even though it 
' ſhould be ſora as to diſtend the Veſſels, and 

reaten as much, or even more Danger, by Com- 
preſſion, or a Rupture of them, than a Plethora 
itſelf; becauſe this Rarefaction, you ſay, can be 
more ſafely removed by other Methods. You 
muſt however admit, from your own Principles, 
that Bleeding may have the ſame immediate Ef- 
fect, of relieving in Caſe of a Rarefaction, as in 
a Plethora; if the Diſtenſion, Compreſſion, Re- 
ſiſtance, &c. are the ſame in both. And as to 
weakening afterwards, when the Rarefaction is 
ceaſed,” and the Compreſſion, Sc. are taken off; 
that may happen, or it may not, according to the 
Circumſtances of the Cafe. For unleſs the Bleed- 
ing has been very large, the Patient may find 
Strength, by removing the Diſtenſion, &c. (as 
= allow in Caſe of a Plethora) rather than 

eakneſs, from the Loſs of a little Blood. But 
ſuppoſe: he ſhould be conſiderably weakened by 
Bleeding, may he not recover his Strength again? 
May it not be the leaſt Evil? Is it not better, z0 
be certainly weakened by Bleeding, than to run 
a probable Hazard of dying, by a Compreſſion 
of the Brain, or a Ruptyre there, from the 
Diſtenſion, which the Nreſa tion occaſions? 
You ſay indeed there is no Danger of this, be- 
cauſe there are orber ſafer Methods and Medicines, 
to cure all Rarefactions of he Blood, and their 


Conſe- 
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Conſequences, without Bleeding. But what ſhall 
thoſe Phyſicians do, who do not know theſe 
Methods ? And what muſt become of their Pa- 
tients, if influenced by your Advice, which you 
labour to inculcate in your Books, they ſhould 
refuſe to ſubmit to Bleeding ? Nay, even as to 
your own Patients, that they ſhall be ſecure, 
ſeems to need further Proof than your ſaying ſo; 
and a more efficacious Method, than any you ue 
yet given us. For whatever good Opinion you 
may entertain of your favourite Attenuants, Sc. 
other Phyſickins may He affaitd t truſt to them, 
leſt the Patient” Mont be dead Before ſuch Me- 
dicines, and in ſuch Doſes - too, can remove a 
violent Rarefttiow: from” an Bre of the Fever, 
without any-Allifimce from Bleeding: Or, it the 
Patient is not dead they may thing he 1 is likely 
to ſuffer mot, and grow weaker, by the Fever, 
Pain, and ali the Symptoms of the Caſe, while 
your Medici: are operating, than he would by 
prudent an Bleeding. If. you had told 
us, that your was poſſeſſed” of ſome famous 
Noſtrums, by Which you could very ſpeedily 
perform thek great Cures, one would not indeed 
in that Caſe @ghtradic& you; but we might re- 
quire ocular Bgmontration, in a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Trialss before we ſhould think proper to 
recommend them. But as you have told us your 
Medicines and Doſes; every one that underſtands 
Diſeaſes, and the Nature and Operation: of Me- 
dicines, can judge of them; and alſo of the 
Probability, whether the Caſes can be very vio- 
lent, where ſuch Means do ſo happily. ſu ſeecred, 
Van Helmont ſays as ſtrong things in praiſe of his 
Goat's Blood, for cuting a Pleuriſy without Bleed- 
ing, as you can ſay of any of your Medicines. 
But I n very unwilling, if Thad. _ 

Ne TY, 
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riſyz or other violent inflammatory Fever, to truſt 
either to his Goats Blood, or your Attenuants, fo 
as to neglect Bleeding. If I was under your 
Care, I ſhould be apt to argue with you, (as 
you adviſe Patients to do with other Phyſicians) 
and might probably ſay, I find myſelf in great 
Pain, and very hot, and the Blood-veſlels fo full, 
that I fear they will burſt, if they are not ſome- 
what emptied. And if you ſhould gravely tell 
me, that I muſt not be blooded, becauſe the Ful- 
nels 1 of, does not proceed from a 
Plethora, but „ a Rarefaction of the Blood; 
which you canſſafely and effectually take off, by 
cooling and aptenuating Medicines only; perhaps 
might anſwer you in your own Way, with a 
Simile taken from fermented Liquors, as you di- 
rect Patient to do in another Caſe, in Oppo- 
ſition to Bleeding. I might ſay, don't tell me 
of your Cholers, and Aitenuants, to alter the Qua- 
lity of m Blood; when 1 find by my Heat and 
Fulneſs, that I want Bleeding, to empty my 
Veſſels, and to cool me. No. Tou might as 
ſoon perſuade me, that you can at once put a 
Stop ti the moſt violent Fermentation in any Li- 
quorg which is juſt ready to burſt the Veſſel; 
only by putting ſome very little Matter into it, 
and without giving it vent: Whereas I ſhould be 
tor drawing off, as much as is neceſſary to give 
vent, and hinder the burſting of the Veſſel ; and 
then think what may be proper, to allay the 
preternatural Fermentation. 
But to return to your Argument, about a Ple- 
thora. You have no where proved, that the hu- 
man Body is ſo exact a Piece of Machinery, that 
it is confined to a preciſe Quantity of Blood, as 
the Standard of Health; fo that it cannot bear a 
* Compend. pag. 8. 1 | 
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few Ounces more or leſs, without Inconveniencer 
And yet this is incumbent-upon you, in order to 
e gg Doctrine, of knowing how much 
redundant, and of taking away juft fo many 
Ounces and no more. But does not the contrary 
appear in Fact, vis. that the wiſe Author of Naz 
ture has framed us otherwiſe, and therefore there 
is no ſuch exact Standard; but that there may be 
ſome Variation one way or the other, conſiſtent 
with Health, and without being perceived ? If it 
was not ſo, muſt we not ſee a thouſand Incon- 
veniences, which do not occur? For muſt not 
the Quantity of Blood be frequently varied, by 
a Change in our way of living, as to Eating and 
Drinking, Exerciſe, Se. or by a Change of 
Weather, making the Perſpiration more or leſs, 
Se? And yet do we not ſee moſt Perſons of a 
tolerable Conſtitution and Habit of Body, bear 
conſiderable Changes of this Sort, without any 
ſenſible Difference; though the Quantity of 
Blood muſt have been ſometimes more, and 
ſometimes leſs, than any mean Quantity, which 
you will ſuppoſe for a Standard? How then is 
any certain determinate Quantity neceſſary? Muſt 
not a ſtrong healthy Man, with a good Appetite 
and Digeſtion, if he lives more freely than uſual 
for a while, (and yet not ſo as to overpower his 

ns) and at the ſame Time uſes leſs Exerciſe, 
be ſuppoſed to have more Blood than ordinary? 
And may he not have ſome increaſe of this: ſort, 
without it's being perceived, either by himſelt, 
or by any body elſe ; though a higher Degree of 
it might be very ſenſible? And may not this 
ſame Man at another time, cat and drink fo much 
leſs, and take ſo much more Exerciſe than uſual ; 
that he muſt be allowed to have leſs Blood than 


common, and yet not perceive it? . 
| n 
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And may not the Quantity of Blood be viſib 
leſſened, by a Wound or 4 Hemorrhage, or 2 
Bleeding, without any ſenſible Diminution of 
Strength, and even when it could not be ſu 

ſed, there had been a Plethora before? Do not 
Inſtances of all theſe occur every Day? How 
common is it with many * to be blooded 
once, or twice, or perhaps oftener in a Year, of 
their own Accord, and without any Occaſion, 
from a wanton Cuſtom, or a fooliſh Notion of 
keeping themſelves well ? Do they perceive their 
Strength abated by it? If they did; would they 
not leave off the Cuſtom ? Will not a labouring 
Man in perfect Health; be blooded to twelve or 
fixteen Ounces or more, on a Sunday Morning, 
and go to his hard Work the next Day, with as 
much' Vigour and Strength, as the' Day before he 
was blooded ? And can you ſuppoſe that all theſe 
People have a Plethora, every time they are 
blooded; without perceiving any Abatement of 
Strength'? If you do, I think you may as well 
ſuppoſe, that all People in good Health have a 
Plethora; and then, according to your own 
Principles, they may ſafely be blooded, at the 
Beginning, at leaſt, of any Diſeaſe. But if theſe 
People have not always a Plethora, when they 
are blooded without a Diminution of Strength; 
is not this a Proof, in Fact, againſt your Theo- 
ry, that Bleeding muſt always neceſſarily diminiſh 
the vital Strength, in Proportion to the Quantity 
taken away when there 1s no Plethora? And is 
not this as good an Argument, that Patients may 
be ſafely blooded, once at leaſt in the Beginning 

of a Fever, though they have not a Plethora, as 
any you have produced againſt Bleeding ? In- 
deed, from your chief Diagnoſtic of a Plethora, 
viz, that the Pulſe is full, fiow, or heavy, one 
N F would 


[ 34] . 
would ſn you do not allow, that it can 
exiſt 4 — copies Beginning of a Fever; for if 
the Pulſe is quick and ffrong, and the Heat of the 
Body intenſe, then you conclude there is no Ple- 
thora *, but only a Rarefa#ion. So that it 
ſhould ſeem, as ſoon as great Heat comes on, 
with a quick ſtrong Pulſe, the Plethora is gone, 
how great ſoever it was a little while before. 
And yet you ſometimes admit of a Plethora, and 
a Rarefaction F together, and in many places of 
your Books you adviſe Bleeding in Fevers if 
there is a Plethora, which I ſhall leave to you to 
reconcile. 5 
But after all that you have ſaid about a Ple- 
thora, and the Neceſſity of knowing how great it 
is, that we may take away juſt enough Blood 
and no more; it ſeems that you yourſelf cannot 
always tell, how great the Plethora is, nor even 
in ſome Caſes whether there be any at all; and 
have provided Rules to be obſerved on both theſe 
Occaſions. You ſay ||, that “we cannot certain- 
« ly tell how much the exceeding Quantity may 
« be in plethoric Bodies. And that therefore it 
„ will be moſt prudent to take away a little, 
« viz. four or {ix Ounces at a Time, and re- 
« peat it at proper Diſtances, till all the Symp- 
« toms of a Plethora are gone. Bur if we will 
<«« take away ſixteen Ounces at once, thinking the 
« exceeding Quantity to be ſo much, we may 
« often do harm, as the Exceſs poſſibly may 
not be half ſo much as we thought it. And in 
C Order to determine the Quantity of Blood to 
© be taken away when there is a Plethora, we 
« muſt have regard to the Weight of the Body 


„Small- Pox, Part I. ſect. 110. + Vid. Introduct. 
to Small-Pox, ſect. 58. Ration. Meth. ſect. 461. 
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* of the * Patient, and proportion the Evacua- 
« tion to it, if we would proceed with Exaftneſs 
« and due Propriety.” Here I would obſerve, 
that by Bleeding thus by piece-meal, and taking 
away ſuch Tmall Quantities, you may never re- 
move the Plethora art all, (as the Caſe may hap- - 
pen) but the Effects of it, viz. Compreſſion, Rup- [44 
ture, &c. may deſtroy your Patient, while you $1 

are ttifling from a timorous Caution, leſt you * 
ſhould weaken him a little: Whereas if you had + 
the Courage to take away ten or twelve, or to 7 
ſixteen Ounces, or more, according to Circum- bh 
ſtances ; you might perhaps relieve, and cure him 
at once. And whoever hurt a ſtrong Man, in a 
violent Caſe, that confeſſedly wanted bleeding, 
by fuch Quantities as I have mentioned? And as 6 
to your Rule, about the Weight of the Body, if 

ſurely it had need to have been more particularly [781 
explained. For is the due Quantity of Blood al- 5 
ways proportional to the Weight of the Body ? wn 
And if that were ſo, muſt the Degree of the Ple- ö 

| 


thora be always in the ſame Proportion? How 
does it agree with your common Experience? 


” 
— — — 


How does it agree with own Doctrine, about 1 
bleeding fat People T? Muſt a fat Man, who = 
weighs three hundred Pounds, be blooded twice Ft 
as much, as a ſtrong lean Man, who weighs a ad 


hundred and fifty Pounds; or what muſt be the 
Proportion of the Blood taken away, to the Weight 
, of the Body? In ſhort, the only proper Rule, to 
determine the Quantity to be taken away at once, 
and whether to repeat Bleeding or not, is to 
conſider well, and judge by the Age; the Strength 
and Conſtitution of the Patient, by the Symp- 
toms, the Pulſe, and all the Circumſtances of the 
Caſe taken together. And he that judges thus, 
* Ibid. ſect. 462. | + Medic. Princ. & 
Caut. fed. 57. 
„ will 
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will very rarely hurt his Patient, by taking away 
too much Blood; at leaſt as ſeldom, as you will 
by taking too little, or none at all. | 

Again, your Rule about the Manner of Bleeding, 
when it is doubtful whether there is a Plethora, 
and any Blood ſhould be taken away or not, 1s a 
very precarious one, and can very ſeldom, in- 
deed, be of any uſe in Practice. Your Rule is 
this: To take away two or three Ounces, and 
t then ſtop the Orifice, and examine the Pulſe, 
te whether it riſes or ſinks ; if it riſes, the Bleed- 
& ing is right, and you are to proceed; but if it 
* ſinks, the Evacuation is wrong and hurtful, 
te and you muſt take no more away,': But the 
Pulſe may ſink, when there is too great a Full- 
neſs, and an evident Occaſion for Bleeding; and 
it may not * fink, upon the Loſs of ſuch a 
Quantity, or even a larger one, where Bleeding 
is undoubtedly wrong. And then what becomes 
of your Rule? Fear alone may make the Pulſe 
ſink, at the firſt two or three Ounces, which 
may riſe again, after you have got away four 
times as much, when the Fear is gone off. And 
if ever the Pulſe riſes upon taking away two or 
three Ounces, I ſhould ſuppoſe that Fear had 
ſunk it before ; which was gone off, as ſoon as 
the Orifice was made. For it is extreamly ſel- 
dom, that the Pulſe will be ſenſibly altered, one 
way or the other, by ſo ſmall a Quantity of 
Blood, and in fo ſhort a Time. And if in doubt- 


ful Caſes, you go on to bleed, even in your way 


of ſtopping the Orifice, at every two or three 
Ounces, till you either find the Pulſe fink, or 
have got your intended Quantity; and have no 
_® See an Inſtance to this Purpoſe in your own Practice, 
(though indeed it was in Confultation) Small-Pox, Part I. 
ſet. 730 ; or Part II. ſet. 588. 
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er Rule to guide you, you may indeed do 
miſchief, and find the Pulſe ſink too much, at 
the End of the Evacuation, or ſome time after, 
though it did not flag at all, at the firſt or ſecond 
ſtopping. But whoever found the Pulſe of a 
ſtrong Man, in the Beginning of a true Pleuriſy, 
fink upon the Loſs of a few Ounces of Blood ; 
unleſs it was owing to Fear, or ſome particular 


Accident? And who but yourſelf, when he 78 
comes to ſuch a Patient, where the Inflammation 1 
is great and recent, and the Pulſe full, quick, of 


ſtrong, and hard, ſtands to inquire whether he Fi 
has a Plethora or not; or ſcruples to bleed, or 5 
thinks it ſafe to omit it? Have we not the Au- 
thority of the greateſt Men in all Ages, from the | 4 
Time of Hippocrates to this Day? Have we not "= 
our own concurrent Experience, to ſupport us in lis 
this Practice? And yet you come and tell“ us, 
That all Fevers, in Perſons not plethoric, are cu- 
rable without 28 And how do yod prove 
it? You ſay, by Cafes in your own Practice, and 
that every Patient of your's, who recovered 
without this Evacuation, is a Proof of your 
Doctrine. But what do all your Caſes prove? 
Why only that Fevers, in ſome Degrees of them, 
may go off without Bleeding. And whoever de- 
med that? But ſurely they do not conclude uni- 
verſally, that all Fevers may be cured without 
Bleeding, and that it is never neceſſary. It 
would be eaſy to produce a hundred Inſtances to 
1 5 one, of Perſons that have recovered from 
fevers, by the Help of Bleeding; and many 
Caſes, where it had the principal Share in tgjge 
Cure, as the Relief was ſudden and ſenſible, and | 
as the Patients. took very few Medicines. Nay, 
one might perhaps be able to pick up, as many / | | 


Medic. Princip. & Caut. ſect. 156. Caf 
a ; _ Cales 


5 . 
Caſes as you have publiſhed (at leaſt, there have 
been many ſuch Caſes) of Perſons who'through 
Poverty or Obſtinacy, have, by the Strength of 
Nature, recovered from Fevers, without taking 
any Medicines at all. You would not, I ſup- 
poſe, admit ſuch Caſes, as a Proof, that no Me- 
dicines are neceſſary in Fevers. But ſurely they 
are as good Proofs, that your notable Attenuants, 
Sc. are not neceſſary, as your Caſes are againſt 
Bleeding. And though you have laid it down 
thus generally, That all Fevers are curable witb. 
out Bleeding, in Perſons not plethoric, you have 
not given one Inſtance of a true Pleuriſy, that 
even you have cured without it. There is one 
Caſe “, which you call by that Name; but it 
does not appear, either by your Deſcription, or 
by the Cure, that it was a true Pleuriſy. Though 
whatever it was, it is no Inſtance to our Purpoſe, 
becauſe you cannot tell whether the Patient was 
blooded or not. You gave him plenty of Nitre, 
and Liquid Laudanum pretty freely; for he was 
to take a Doſe of a Mixture of theſe, along with 
a volatile Spirit, not at ſet times, but as 7he Fe- 
ver, and Pain, and difficulty of Breathing required. 
Are theſe your Directions in Pleuriſies? Is Lau- 

danum one of your Diiſſolvents and _Attenuants, 
in that Diſeaſe ? I conclude, indeed, that Caſe 
was no true Pleuriſy, but I tremble” at the 
Thoughts of the Influence ſuch an Exaniple may 
have, upon the Families and the ignorant Peoples 
you write for; and the Miſchief they may do, 
with ſuch a Preſcription in that Diſtemper. If 
they come to ule it at their Diſcretion, it is well 
if they do not do more harm with it, than ever 
they will do good by all your other Inſtructions 
to them. This is an Arrow, which, in their 

Medic. Pract. Hiſt. 49. 


Hands 
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Hands at leaſt (if any body can give Opium ſafely 
in the Height of a Pleuriſy) may Fin in the 
Dark, and they are not aware, and know not 
whence the Hurt cometh. If they repeat the 
Doſes, as the Fever, Pain, and Difficulty of 
Breathing require, in order to relieve them; 
they may indeed take away the Senſe of Pain, 
but it is to be feared, that the Breathing will 
grow more and more difficult, till it ceaſes alto- 

ether. Whereas even ſuch People as theſe are 
Knlible, that a Man may be weakened too much, 
and hurt, or even killed by exceſſive Bleeding; 
and I believe, where they direct in ſuch acute 
Caſes, as require Blood to be taken away, they 
very rarely err in taking too much in the Begin- 
ning of the Diſeaſe, though they often do in 
taking too little; and allo do harm by Bleeding 
at a wrong Time of the Diſeaſc, as well as in 
wrong Caſes ſometimes, that 1s, in ſuch Fevers, 
and other Diſorders, where it is not proper. 

Formerly you was ſomewhat more moderate in 
your Qppoſition to Bleeding. You ſay, in your 
Medical Practice, It is generally improper to take 
away Blood from Perſons, who have not a ſanguine 
Plethora ; nevertheleſs, as a leſſer Evil to prevent 
a greater, it may be requiſite, in the Beginning of 
fome particular inflammatory Fevers, as Quin ſey, 
Pleuriſy, &c. for the Sake of making Revulſion 
from the Part inflamed, (when ſuch Revulſion is 
wanted) and to mitigate the Pain for a while, and 
Wereby to gain a better Opportunity of giving ſui- 
table Diſſolvents and Attenuants. And again, 
Sect. 624. Aphoriſm 6, you tell us, that theſe 
Fevers may be cured with very little Bleeding. You 
inform + us alſo, that you yourſelf had once a 


* Sect. 258. + SeQ. 511. 
: Pleurify, 


all other wiſe Writers “ and Practitioners that [ 


 Conjumptions, p. 154. 


1 
Pleuriſy, and was twice blooded for it, and loſt in 
all eighteen Ounces ; and that you never ordered 
Bleeding more than twice for any Perſon under thi; 


Diſtemper, nor took away more than twenty Otince; 


in all, from any Perſon, though he was young. 
But now you ſeem to have altered your Mind, 
and poſitively to allow of no Bleeding in any Fe- 
ver, unleſs there be a Plethora. I would hope, 
however, for the Sake of your Patients, that you 
always find a Plethora in ſome Degree, 'in the 
Beginning of every true Pleuriſy, or other vio- 
lent inflammatory Fever. I ſuppoſe you had 2 
Plethora yourſelf, when you had a Pleuriſy. And 
though you never found a Plethora, or any urgent 
Symptom, to induce you to take away Blood 
more than twice, or above the Quantity of twenty 
Ounces ; yet I preſume you will grant, that it is 
poſſible for Cafes to occur, which may require a 
larger Evacuation than that. You quote a Caſe 


from Dr Fuller, of a young Student cured ſud- 


denly of a Fever, with an Eruption of Puſtules 


which were thought at firſt to be the Small-Pox, 
by an Hemorrhage at the Noſe to the Quantity 
of two Pounds. And I ſhould ſuppoſe, accord- 
ing to your Theory, you would admit, that a 
Pleuriſy may need full as large an Evacuation as 
an eruptive Fever; and eco, that 1t may 
ſometimes be proper in a Pleuriſy, to take away 
at leaſt two Pounds of Blood, though you have 
never done it. pl hd 
Sydenham and Boerhaave, in their Time, and 


* Dr Pringle ſays, in his Obſervations on the Diſeaſes of 
the Army, publiſhed ſince this was penned, As Bleeding is the 
moſt indiſpenfible Remedy in the Cure of all inflammatory 
Diſeaſes, it is chiefly by delaying this too long, or not repeating 
it, that Colds end in dangerous Fevers, Rbeumatiſms, or 


know 


4a] 

know of, at this Day, except yourſelf, ſpeak of 

an unlimited Quantity; to be determined only 

by the Strength of the Patient, and all the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Caſe taken together. Syden- , 
ham ſays, that Bleeding muſt be repeated as Oc- 

caſion requires, and that he rarely ſaw a con- 

firmed Pleuriſy in adult Patients, cured with leſs 

than forty Ounces of Blood taken away. He al- 3 
ſo tells us, that ſuch Patients ſo cured, ſoon reco- 99 


ver their Strength; and that he never knew the 3 
- leaſt Harm happen to any, from ſuch large Bleed- 7. 
ing. Do we not ſee the like in Caſes of Wounds, 9 


where there has been great Diſcharges of Blood; 
if the Patients were of a good Conſtitution be- 
fore, and the Digeſtion goes on kindly, that they 
ſoon recover their Strength? What amazing 
Quantities are frequently loſt by Hzmorrhages, 
particularly of the uterine Kind, and how ſur- 
prizingly do Patients bear them, and how ſoon 
is their Strength recruited ? And have you not 
heard of a late Caſe of great Conſequence, in a 
Patient of very high Rank, in which it is ſaid, 
more than twice forty Ounces were taking away 
by Bleeding, in a very few Days, with very hap- 
py Succeſs, and a ſpeedy Recovery ? Are not 
theſe Examples Proofs againſt yeur Notion, of 
the Neceſſity of the Patient's being weakened to 
his hart, by Bleeding when there is no Plethora, 
and in Proportion to the Quantity taken away? 
Berbaave's Doctrine in a Pleuriſy, and other 
inflammatory Fevers, is, Cita, larga, repetita 
(pro gradu mali) ſanguinis miſſio. Nor was he 
afraid to propoſe Bleeding in ſome Caſes, even 
till the Colour of the Blood changed, or the firſt 
Signs. of fainting appeared, - unleſs the Patient 
found Relief ſooner, having the Authority of the 
Antients to ſupport him in 8 But every Man's 
ö | own 
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own Diſcretion is to teach him, how much to 
take away at once, in any Caſe. He thought 
early and large Bleeding of ſo much Importance, 
to cure an internal Inflammation by Reſolution, 
and prevent the Conſequences, viz. either a Sup- 
puration or a Mortification, that he could not 
expreſs himſelf too ſtrongly to his Students, in 
his Lectures on this Head; eſpecially as- he ap- 
prehended there might be ſome Prejudices re- 
maining at that Time, in favour of Helmont's 
and Sylvins's Doctrine, of curing inflammatory 
Fevers without Bleeding : And with the more 
Reaſon, as the latter had been a Profeſſor of great 
Fame, in that ſame Univerſity, within the Me- 
mory of Man. This made him exert himſelf, 
with all his Strength of Eloquence, to inculcate 
upon his Hearers, the Neceſſity of plentiful 
Bleeding, in the Beginning of inflammatory Fe- 
vers; in order to take off that Lentor or Sizy- 
neſs in the Blood, and remove the Inflammation 
in due time, He had taught them with great 
Care and Accuracy, the general Doctrine of In- 
flammation, and it's Nature 'and Progreſs in the 
external Parts, where it is evident to the Senſes; 
and ſhowed them, that if it cannot be ſtopt, and 
brought to diſperſe in time, it muſt either ſup- 
purate, or come to a Mortification ; unleſs, per- 
haps, if it happens in a glandular Part, and the 
Humours . are ſo diſpoſed, it may end in a 
Schirrus ; which may ſome time or other dege- 
nerate into a Cancer. Which Doctrine being be- 
fore underſtood, when he comes to treat of Fe- 
vers, he further inſtructs his Students, that an 
Inflammation in the inward Parts, v7z. in the 
Pleura, Lungs, Liver, Kidnies, &c. is of the 
ſame Nature, and muſt have the ſame Courſe; 
only with this Difference, that it is: ſo much the 
22 . more 
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more dangerous, as theſe Parts are more neceſ- 
ſary to Lite, as it is commonly attended with a 
greater Fever ;. and if it comes to a Suppuration, 
or a Mortification here, there is no coming at it 
to lay it open and drels it, as in an outward 
Part of the Body. Therefore he labours the 
Point, to take off all Impreſſions in tavour of 
Specifics, as Helmont's Goats Blood, &c, or any 
other Medicines, to the Neglect of this one 

rincipal Remedy, timely and large Bleeding. 
He was not afraid of weakening his Patient, 
whoſe Life was ſo much at Stake, that if he 
could not be ſoon relieved, he muſt very pro- 
bably either die in a few Days by a Mortifica- 
tion; or, if he eſcaped that, fink into a haſty 
Conſumption ; from a Collection of Matter ga- 
thering in a Part, whoſe Function is neceflary tor 
Life, and from which it can ſo very rarely meet 
with a proper Diſcharge. So that, if he was ob- 
liged to weaken the Patient a- good deal, it was 
by far the leaſt Evil; and if he could get off the 
Fever and Inflammation, he had no doubt of re- 
cruiting the Strength, by proper Diet and Ma- 
nagement. He was indeed for uſing all other 
proper Means and Medicines, in Conjunction 
with Bleeding ; but was well ſatisfied, there were 
none which could be truſted to in the Room of 
it. This Doctrine of Boerhaave, I think, ap- 
pears clearly from his Book of Aphoriſms. - 
denbam alſo ſays, that he had often thought of it, 
and tried to find out ſome Medicines, to ſupply 
the Place of large Bleeding in Pleuriſics, but 
never could. 

I do not indeed expect to alter your Opinion, 
by any Authorities I can produce, but J have 
ſaid theſe Things for the Sake of your Readers. 
And if after being thus ways they will ſtill yield 

oP | Aer 2 
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an implicit Faith to you, and be directed. by 
you in Oppoſition to all the reſt of the World, 
they muſt take the Conſequence. You inſiſt upon 
it, that there are Medicines, which can diſſolve 
the Sizyneſs of the Blood, and cure a Pleuriſy, 
more ſafely and more ſpeedily without Bleeding 
than with it, if there is not a Plethora. But if 
one of your Readers had a violent Inflammation 
in his Leg or Thigh, which he could fee as well 
as feel the Pain of, and his Surgeon told him, it 
was neceſſary to bleed him plentifully, in order 
to prevent either a large Sore or a Mortification : 
I believe all your Cautions againſt ** would 
loſe their Force, and, if even you yourſelf was 
preſent, you might in vain tell him, *,you have 
c not too much Blood, and therefore ought 
% not to loſe any, the Diſorder in your Blood is 
« only a Rarefaction, which, if you will take 
* my attenuating Medicines, they will effectu- 
« ally remove. I think it moſt probable, he 
would liſten to the Surgeon's Advice, and ſub- 
mit to the Bleeding, in hopes of getting rid of 
his Inflammation, without thoſe terrible Conſe- 
quences he has reaſon to fear: Though he might 
perhaps alſo take your Medicines, as a further 
Aſſiſtance towards his Cure. Let this Man get 
well, either by the Inflammation going off, or 
coming to a kindly Sore ; or ſuppoſe a Mortifi- 
cation comes on, which he ſees at length cured, 
after all the Apparatus, of Fomentations, Scari- 
fications, painful Dreſſings, &c. or perhaps even 
not without the Help of Amputation. If after- 
wards this ſame Perſon ſhould have a true Pleu- 
riſy, and be told that this is an Inflammation in 
the Inſide of his Cheſt, liable to the ſame Pro- 
greſs and Iſſue with the former in his Limb; 
beſides the additional Danger, from this os 
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being ſeated in an internal Part, and near the Vi- 
tals; and the Difference he would find, from his 
Cough, difficulty of Breathing, and other Sym 

toms, Which did not belong to the former Caſe: 
I apprehend; none of your Arguments could take 
off the Impreſſion, he had preceived, of the 
Nature and Tendency of an Inflammation, or fo 
far alter his Opinion, as to prevail upon him to 
omit Bleeding. If he had found that Evacuation 
ſucceſsful in the firſt Caſe, in taking off the In- 
flammation in it's firſt Stage; he would, without 


more dangerous one. Or if he had ſeen the 
Progreſs of a Sore, or a Mortification in his 
Limb, he would be extreamly ſollicitous, to pre- 
vent thoſe dreadful Conſequences in the preſent 
Caſe; becauſe he would expe&t a more fatal 
Event here, knowing that he could not have the 
ſame Aſſiſtance from Surgery as before. He 
would not be afraid of being weakened by Bleed- 
ing, but think that a trifling Hazard, compared 
with his preſent Proſpect of Danger. Whereas 
another Man, who has a Pleuriſy, being wholly 
ignorant of the State of his Caſe, or of the Na- 
ture and Conſequences of an Inflammation; but 
only finds himſelf ill, and applies to you or me 
for Relief, may be perſuaded to any thing. You 
may tell him, that he has not more Blood than 
his due Quantity, and therefore ought not to loſe 
any, becauſe it will weaken him, and make his 
Caſe worſe ; that you will give him proper Me- 
dicines, which will be more ſafe and effectual 
without Bleeding, and he will believe, and be 
guided by you to omit it. Or if he is my Pa- 
tient, and I tell him that Bleeding is of the ut- 
moſt Importance, (as I certainly ſhall, if the 
Time and Circumſtances of the Caſe ſeem to me 


doubt, be for trying the fame Remedy, in this 


to 
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to require it) he will ſubmit to my Direction, 
and be blooded willingly. The Patient is cer- 

tainly in the Right, upon either Suppoſition, 
though either you or I muſt be in the wrong. 
Lou cannot, I think, be offended at this, and 
ſay that I am teaching your Patients to diſobey 
your Directions. Have you not more expreſsly 
done this, to the Patients of all the reſt of the 
Faculty ; I mean ſuch as ſhall happen to read 
your Books, eſpecially your two laſt Pieces ? Do 
you not warn them, and adviſe them, not to con- 
ſent to be blogded, when that Evacuation is like 10 
be pernicious to them in it's * Conſequences ? And 
do you not direct all Women who are with 
Child, and afraid of miſcarrying, to refuſe being 
blooded when it is adviſed ; putting words into 
their Mouths, for an Anſwer to give to the Per- 
ſon that adviſes it? Do you not bid them tell the 
Apothecary, who recommends Bleeding to them, 
T 1 cannot approve of ſuch Advice; I never want 
Blood ſo much, as when I am in this Condition; 
and for me to have it diminiſhed, will only render 
me, and the Child I go with, weaker ; and can 
only tend to haſten that Event I am afraid of, 
and dgſire to have prevented? Who then is to be 
Judge in the Caſe, the Adviſer, or the Patient 
who wants Advice ? I ſuppoſe you, where you 
are concerned ; but the Patient, in all Caſes, 
where the Adviſer directs contrary to your No- 
tions. So that you are to be the ſupreme Dicta- 
tor, in the Aﬀair of Bleeding, as far as the In- 
fluence of your Writings can extend. And if 
you cannot prevail upon Phyſicians to leave it 


it off, you deſign to compel them to it, by per- 
ſuading the Patients not to ſubmit. The Doctor 


Medic. Princip. and Caut. ſect. 172. 
+ Compend. of Pratt. A 1 
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is to ſtand as a Cypher, to be inſtructed by the 


Patient, who is your Diſciple, and told that his 


Advice is wrong. You will not, I hope, tell me 
that I deal unfairly with you, by bringing Phy- 
ſicians in here, when you only ſuppoſed the Apo- 
thecary to give ſuch Advice. Do not you ſay it 
univerſally, that a Woman with Child never has 
more blood than ſhe ought to have, and therefore 
ſhould never have any taken * away ; that it is 
improper, and not only improper, but has a per- 
nicious Tendency, and muſt produce ill Effects? 
You do not ſo much as allow your favourite No- 
tion of a Plethora to be ſuppoſed in this Caſe. 
Tho". even Sylvius de le Boe (an Author I ſhould 
imagine you was acquainted with, and approved 
of, becauſe he is no great Friend to Bleeding in 
ſome Caſes) admits of a Plethora as one Cauſe 
of Abortion, and, whenever there is Danger of it 
from that Cauſe, allows Bleeding to be the Re- 
medy. He alſo makes a juſt Diſtinction about 
the different Conſtitutions of Women; between 
the Sanguine, and thoſe that have a ſparing Quan- 
tity of Blood. You will not ſuffer Bleeding in 
any Conſtitution, or upon any Account; not to 
prevent a greater Evil, how ſanguine ſoever the 
Conſtitution may be, whatever Accident may 
have happened, as a Fall, or Blow, &c. or tho? 
a Woman ſhould labour under an acute Fever, 
or other violent Diſorder. It ſeems there can be 
no greater. Evil to a Woman in that Condition, 
according to you, than taking away Blood, and 
therefore no ſuppoſed Caſe can juſtify it. Whe- 
ther indeed you would freely conſent-to it, if a 
Woman ſhould happen to long for Bleeding, I 
ſhall not pretend to ſay. I may ſuppoſe you 
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would, as you ſay * their Defires, in that Con- 
dition [her Wh be) muſt be ſatisfied. But 
though you do not bleed, do not you know, that 
other Phyſicians adviſe Bleeding to Women with 
Child, when they think it needful, as well a 
Apothecaries? Therefore did you not deſign, to 
wound the whole Faculty through the Apothe- 
cary's Sides ? 

You quote, it is true, an Aphoriſm of Hippo. 
crates, in Support of your Doctrine, viz. If 5 
Woman with Child be blooded,. ſhe miſcarries, &c. 
How fond you are of Authorities, if they do 
but ſeem to make for your Argument ! and who 
can regard them leſs, when they are contrary to 
fr” Gpinions 3 ? Hippocrates was very wiſe, but 

was not infallible. You quote here an Apho- 
riſm from him, which your own and every bo- 
dy's Experience, and the general Practice of 
Phyſicians, at leaſt from Clſus's Time, prove to 
be not true. You tell us with great Pleaſure, 
what fine Things Boerhaave ſays K you, and of 
one of your Books, hoping, without doubt, that 
his Authority will have great Weight with your 
Readers. And you quote Sydenham with Tri- 
umph, where he ſpeaks againſt Bleeding, in two 
Inſtances of Fevers, attended with ſome kind of 
Eruption or Effloreſcence on the Skin. But what 
was his Reaſon? The Diſeaſes were free from 
Danger if left to themſelves, and ſo mild, 
that they did not want the Aſſiſtance of Art, 
any further than to dire& a proper Regimen and 
Diet. One of them was ſo ſlight, viz. the Scar- 
let Fever which he is ſpeaking of, that he calls it 
Morbi nomen, rather than a Diſeaſe. Therefore 
he avoided being officious, either in making 
Evacuations on the one hand, or by giving Cor- 
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dials and ſtimulating Medicines on the other; 
leſt, inſtead of aſſiſting Nature, he ſhould inter- 
rupt her in her Work, which, as he had found 
out by careful Obſervation; ſhe was of herſelf 
fully able to perform. And herein he acted 
agreeably to thoſe wiſe Sentiments of the An- 
tients, Which being founded in Reaſon, muſt be 
approved by Men of Underſtanding in all Ages; 
viz. that 4 Phyſician is the Miniſter of. Nature; 
that he is to attend and obſerve her Motions ; to 
aſſiſt her when her own Efforts are too weak, and 
to reſtrain her Motions when they are too vio- 
lent, or irregular. For this being the proper 
Office of a Phyſician, it follows of courſe, that 
when Nature is ſufficient of herſelf, he ſhould 
ſtand ſtill and do nothing; leſt, by applying his 
Art unneceſſarily, he ſhould diſturb, and give a 
wrong Turn to her Motions; and inſtead of 
forwarding the Recovery of the Patient, ſhould 
retard or prevent it. But when Hippocrates, and 
Sydenham, and Boerbaave, adviſe large Bleeding 
in a Pleuriſy, Sc. their Authority has no Ipflu-. 
ence over you. When Hdenbam directs Bleeding 
in the Meaſles and Small-Pox, without fear © 
Revulſion, if Nature wants the Help of it, to 
eaſe her of part of her Load, that ſhe may be 
ſtrong enough to bear up under, and get rid of 
the Remainder of it, you do not allow his Ar- 
guments to have any Force. Therefore it would 
be in vain to urge with you, the Practice of ſome 
of the wiſeſt Phyſicians at this Day, who bleed 
more freely in theſe Diſtempers than Sydenham 
did; eſpecially in the Small-Pox, in the Stage of 
Eruption, when violent Symptoms require it, and 
find it of great Benefit to their Patients: That it 
is ſo far from hindering the Eruption, or ſtriking 
it in, as the Nurſes call it, that, when properly 
. | H adviſed, 
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adviſed, it is often the moſt likely Means, to help 
a bad Caſe, and both make the Eruption the 

more kindly, and leſſen the Danger through 
the whole Progreſs of the Diſeaſe. When Boer- 
baave recommends Bleeding, in moſt of the 
Diſorders of Women with Child, to prevent 
Abortion 3 and ſays expreſsly, that many of 
them, eſpecially. thoſe that come early, ariſe from 
one and the ſame Cauſe, viz. more Blood being 
accumulated from the Suppreſſion of the Menſes, 
than the Fœtus, while young, can take up for 
it's Nouriſhment and Growth: You are fo far 
from paying any Deference to his Judgment, 
that you aſſert, (tho* without any Proof) that a 
Woman with Child never has too mach Blood, and 
- conſequently it is very improper to take any away. 
This Doctrine of your's appears to me to be 
a very ſingular one. Whether you have any 
other Authorities to produce, beſides that Apho- 
riſm before mentioned, I cannot ſay. You ſ 
of no more, nor do I recolle& any Author be- 
fides, or know of any Practitioner, who agrees 
with you in it. Therefore I take it to be a pe- 
culiar Notion of your own. And a very erro- 
' neous. one I think it is, and that the Conſe- 
quences of it would be very dangerous and de- 
flructive to the human ſpecies, if it was to come 
into general Practice. But indeed, I. believe we 
have no need to fear it will ever prevail, as the 
Women themſelves have ſo much Experience a- 
gainſt it; having ſo many of them been blooded, 
not only ſafely with regard to miſcarrying, but 
to their ſenſible Relief and Benefit. So that | 
may appeal to them to decide this „ 5 be- 
tween you and me. And you yourſelf muſt al- 
low, (according to your own Way of arguing 
againſt Bleeding in Fevers, from the ans of 
| 2 
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Caſes you have related) that every Inſtance we 
can bring, of a Woman who has been blooded 
with Benefit, or without Inconvenience, durin 
her Pregnancy, is a full Proof againſt your Af- 
ſertion, That bleeding Women with Child is al- 
ways wrong, and muſt have ill Effects. Whereas 
if you tell us ever ſo many Examples, of Wo- 
men who have gone their Time, and done well 
without bleeding, they can be no Proof that it is 
not ſometimes neceſſary. You affirm an univer- 
ſal Propoſition, which ten thouſand Inſtances 
cannot eftabliſh, but one particulr Fact to the 
contrary can and muſt deſtroy it. 

You ſay again, * There is not a more certain 
Way to procure Abortion, and bring Diſeaſes vn a 
Woman with Child, than a frequent and copious 
taking away Blood from her. Nobody will deny, 
that too much Bleeding may do great Miſchief ; 
eſpecially in Caſes and Conſtitutions that can but 
ill bear it at all, even when it is neceſſary. But 
does it follow from hence, that no Bleeding; is 
ever proper for them in any Quantity ? Do you 
argue, from the Abuſe of a Thing, that it ought - 
not to be uſed at all? Suppoſe ſome of your fa- 
vourite Medicines ſhould be overdoſed, or wrong 
applied, by ignorant Perſons ; and diſagree, or 
do great miſchief to ſeveral Patients : Would 
you allow that to be a Reaſon why you ſhould 
uſe them no more? Strong Purges are allowed 
not to be proper for Women with Child ; but is 
that any Reaſon, why we ſhould not give them a 
little Rhubarb, or Manna, or lenitive Electuary, 
&c. when ſome Diſorder in the Bowels requires 
them? So likewiſe, though frequent and copicus 
Bleeding may make many Women miſcarry ; is 
that an Argument, why we ſhould not take away 
_ *® Compend, ſect. 637. 8 | 
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a few Ounces, from ſome Women at leaſt, up- 
on Occaſion; or from any, even thoſe that are 
weakly, if they have a Plethora ad vires, or when 
it appears to be the leaft Evil? If indeed no 
Bleeding at all is ever proper for Women with 
Child, according to your former Poſition, then 
to be ſure, the more frequently and copiouſly any 
any Woman in that Condition is blooded, ſo 
much the worſe. But you ſpeak againſt Bleed- 
ing, in this and in other Caſes, as if you ſup- 
poſed it was done at random; whether the Cir- 
cumſtances required or forbid it; whether the 
Patient could bear it or not; as if there was no 
Diſcretion, no Care, no Conſideration, in thoſe 
that preſcribe it z except only in yourſelf, in the 
few * where you think proper to order 
it. There is no doubt but Bleeding has often 
done harm, both to Women with Child, and to 
Perſons in Fevers, under the Direction of igno- 
rant People. And what Medicine is there of 
great Efficacy, which may not be at leaſt as dan- 
gerous in ſuch Hands? How much Miſchief has 
been done by the Bark, by Steel, by Mercury, 
by Opium, Sc. improperly adminiſtered ? And. 
t you will admit, that all theſe are of great 
Uſe, when directed by a ſkillful Phyſician, who 
knows the proper Ule of them, and conſiders 
his Patients —— well before he preſcribes them. 
Nor does ſuch a Phyſician conſider, with leſs 
Care, the Circumſtances that require Bleeding, as 
alſo the Time of the Diſeaſe, the Quantity to be 
taken away, and the Repetition of it. He is as 
cautious of hurting his Patient by Bleeding, as 
you can be, either by ordering it in a Caſe where it 
is improper, or by taking more than the Patient's 
Strength will bear; but, on the other Hand, he 
is afraid to let his Patient ſuffer for want of 
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Bleeding. Every ſuch Phyſician, that I know, 
except yourſelf, will bleed to prevent Abortion, 
nlefs — particular Conſtitution or Circum- 
"ſtances forbid it. And in a Pleuriſy, he will 
bleed as freely and as frequently, as the Strength 
of the Patient, and Circumſtances of the Caſe 
will allow; if he has the Care of the Patient 
from the Beginning, which is the Time for 
Bleeding, and what Sydenham ſuppoſes, when he 
ſpeaks of forty Ounces, as all other Authors do 
when they adviſe large Bleeding. - But if he is 
ſent for too late in the Caſe (as too often hap- 
pens) after a Mortification is begun, (which is 
commonly the End of a Pleuriſy, in thoſe who 
die within ſeven or eight Days) or a Collection 
of Matter is forming ; in either of theſe Stages 
'of the Diſeaſe he will not bleed, becauſe it will be 
ſo far from doing good, that it will do harm, 
and help to deſtroy the Patient inſtead of ſaving 
him. Does not Hippocrates ſpeak of the Age and 
Strength of the Patient, and other Circumſtances 
of the Caſe, where he preſcribes large Bleeding? 
Does not Celſus diſtinguiſh and reaſon well, in his 
beautiful Chapter, De ſanguinis detractione per 
Venas ? When he is ſpeaking of a Circumſtance, 
that makes it ay 4g to bleed, and where it 
would do harm, he ſays, Sed id evenire non po- 
teſt ſub eo Medico, qui fri ex quali corpore ſanguis 
mittendus fit. Do not all wiſe Authors and Prac- 
titioners ſuppoſe, that the Strength of the Pa- 
tient, the Nature and Time of the Diſeaſe, the 
Degree of Danger, and the Probability of Relief 
from the Evacuation, or of it's doing harm, are 
always to be taken into the Account, and. well 
weighed; before it is determined whether to 
bleed or not, and how much ſhould be taken 
away ? So far then are we from doing it at ran- 
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dom, or being laviſh of this vital Fluid, (as you 
fay) that we deſire to take away no more, than 
we think neceſſary for the Safety of our Patients, 
or ſo as to be the leaſt Evil. And yet you feem 
to condemn us all in the Lump, Phyſicians and 
Quacks, wiſe Men and Fools, who bleed where 
your Theory reckons it wrong; and will not al- 
low of any Propriety in our Reaſoning, our 
Caution, our Judgment or Experience m this 
Matter. READS. | 

But of all your Arguments againſt Bleeding, 
that, which you urge from Meſes's * Law about 
Manſlaughter, is the moſt extraordinary. If you 
really mean this only of ignorant Pretenders to 
the Art, (to whom you ſeem to direct it) of ſuch 
as not only were not brought up to it, but have 
impudently intruded themſelves into Practice, 
without any of the neceſſary Qualifications for it; 
who bleed indiſcriminately in all Conſtitutions, 
the weak as well as the ſtrong ; in almoſt all 
Caſes, right or wrong, from whatever Cauſe they 
proceed ; and in all Fevers, as well in thoſe of 
the low Kind, whether putrid, malignant, or 
nervous, as in thoſe which are inflammatory ; 
and without any Diſtinction of Times, or the 
different Stages of the Diſcaſe: I ſay, if you 
mean only theſe People, I am far from diſputing 
with you. Such as theſe, our own Laws, and 
all wiſe Men, look upon as dangerous Perſons, 
and a Nuſance to Society. But if you deſign 2 
further Glance, art all who, in your Opinion, bleed 
too much, and to compare every one to a Man- 
ſlayer, who has ever ordered Bleeding or a a2 
Purge improperly ; as I am afraid you do, from 
the whole Tenour of your Writings, for you 
ſeem to think us all ignorant, or not duly 
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qualified in this Point of Practice; from your 
naming only theſe two Inſtances of wrong Prac- 
tice in this Place; from your charging the great 
Mortality in * 1733, to the univerſal Practice of 
Bleeding in that Diſtemper, whether by Phyſi- 
cians or others; from your warning your Rea- 
ders not to ſubmit to it, when it is likely to do 
them harm, whoever adviſes it. And from your 
foretelling that God would, for the Puniſhment 
of Sin, ſuffer many to give-+ improper Advice, 
and many to comply with it: 1 fay, if this is 
the Caſe, then God help us all. For you tell 
us, it will be no Excuſe for him (who has blood- 
ed or purged improperly) 7o ſay ||, that he did 
it ignorantly, that be meant no barm, &c. Now 
which öf us can be ſure, that we have never or- 
dered Bleeding improperly, to the Hurt of our 
Patient ? Nor does it appear that you yourſelf 
will be quite ſafe ; becaule, after all the Secrets 
you have had revealed to you from the God of 
Heaven, you ſeem; to be ſometimes at a Loſs 
about your Plethora, and therefore may proba- 
bly have ordered Bleeding improperly, upon 
your own Principles. And if this is the Cale 
with an Error of Commiſſion, in Bleeding where 
it ought not to be done, is there nothing to an- 
ſwer for, if we omit Bleeding where it ought to 
be done, or hurt our Patients by a wrong Uſe 
of Attenuants, Alteratives, &c ? Is there no 
Reſemblance to Manſlaughter, according to your 
Argument, in letting a Patient die for want of 
Bleeding; or by truſting to ſuch Medicines, as 
are inſignificant, either from their Nature, or the 
Smallneſs of the Doſes ? If theſe Things are ſo, 
we had all need to have the Secrets of Heaven 
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revealed to us. If I could ſee them in that light; 
I would myſelf leave off Practice, unleſs I could 
be favoured with ſuch a full and certain Revela- 
tion, as I ſhould be ſatisfied would ſecure me 
from all Error. For if Integrity in our Practice, 
and a right Intention, (after due Pains and Care, 
both in our Education, and in the Exerciſe of 
out Profeſſion) will not be an Excuſe for Errors; 
what a miſerable State are we all in, who have 
no Secrets revealed to us; ſince by no Labour 
and Study, we can obtain ſuch infallible Know- 
ledge, as will effectually and certainly ſecure * us 
from doing harm, and enable us always to manage 
our Patients rightly, as you ſeem to think you 
do? Perfect Knowledge can only come from the 
God of Heaven, and only to ſuch, as he ſhall 
panes by a diſtinguiſhing Favour, to make it 
nown. Therefore the kind Parent of the Uni- 
verſe, who knows our Capacities, will not ex- 
pect Infallibility, from ſuch of his fallible Crea- 
tures, 'to whom he has not thought fit fully to 
reveal his Secrets ; but will accept their honeſt 
and diligent Endeavours, in following ſuch Light 
as he knows they are furniſhed with. Neither do 
wiſe Men expect Perfection in Phyſic, any more 
than in other Branches of human Knowledge. 
They know it is impoſſible, as all Men are liable 
to Error. Therefore a wiſe Man, in the Choice 
of his Phyſician, conſiders his Underſtanding, 
his Application, his Experience; his Humanity, 
and Integrity; and when hei is ſatisfied in theſe 
Points, he truſts himſelf ſecurely in ſuch Hands, 
with a firm Dependance on his Care and Judg- 
ment. But if you have been in an eſpecial Man- 
ner favoured, with a compleat Revelation of the 
Secrets of Phyſic, ſo as to practiſe it with an un- 
* Set. 189. = 
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erring Hand; do but make this appear, arid 
prove your Commiſſion to inſtruct the reſt of your 
Brethren; and when we are convinced of it, we 
ſhall ſoon embrace your Doctrine, ſo far as you 
have publiſhed it. And I dare venture to pro- 
miſe, for the Phyſicians of this City, and ſuch 
others as are within your reach, that we ſhall 
come, one and all, old as well as young, to attend 
your Lectures; in order to be taught, thoſe ef- 
fettual Medicines, for curing the various other 
Diſeaſes, incident to human Bodies, correſpondent 
to your Medical Principles and Cautions; as well 
as other Matters requiſite to a right and ſucceſsful 
Manner of practiſing Phyjic * : which at preſent 
you teach only there, having not yet obliged the 
Public with them. Nor can any one, the moſt 
buſy of us, grudge ſo little time as /wenty-four 
Winter Evenings, to acquire ſo much Knowledge, 
as Ages could not teach us in any other Way; 
but we muſt all rejoice with you, that you have 
been enabled ſo to treat on the ſeveral Things re- 
lating to the Practice of Phyſic, as to go through 
the WHOLE within the ſpace of eight Weeks f. 
And when we are thus enlightened with theſe 
further Secrets, we ſhall doubtleſs be unanimous, 
in deſiring you to publiſh them in all Languages, 
for the Benefit of the reſt of the World. Or, 
if, for any particular Reaſons, you ſhall not be diſ- 
poſed to do this at preſent, we ſhall intreat, that 
you would at leaft take care, to keep a very cor- 
rect Copy by you; and forthwith publiſh your 
Compendium in Latin, with a Promiſe to give 
your Lectures alſo in that Language for the fu- 
ture, in order to draw hither the Students in 
Phyſic from all Nations. Tone of whom can 
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think much of the Trouble and Expence of the 
moſt diſtant Journey or Voyage, when they are 
to acquire ſo much Knowledge in ſo ſhort a 
Time; the WHO LE of the Practice of Phy- 
fic in eight Weeks. O happy young Men! 
With how much Eaſe, how inſtantaneouſly are 
you to be taught, more than we, who are going 
off the Stage, could learn by the Labour and 
Study of many Years? How much time will 

ou have to ſpare for other Improvements ? 
What Advances may you make in other Scien- 
ces, as the learning your own Profeſſion will 
coſt you ſo little Time and Pains ? You have no 
Occaſion to impair your own Health, by ſtudy. 
how to preſerve or recover that of other Peo- 
ple. You need not waſte your Time and Strength 
m poring over Hippocrates and Galen, or 1h: 
ether Greek Medical Writers, or the Books of the 
Arabian Phyficians ; as you are expreſsly told, 
that the zeceſſary medical Knowledge is not to be 
learned by reading them. So that if you have a 
mind to improve yourſelves, by your Knowledge 
of the Greek Language, remembring Horace's 
Direction : 


Vos exemplaria Greca 
Nocturna verſate manu, verſate diurna. 


You may employ all that Time, in ſtudying the 
Writings of the other Sages of Greece, which we 
beſtowed on the Greek medical Writers. Though 
if you chuſe to read theſe too, out of Curioſity, or 
in a critical Way, to ſee what theſe ancient Phy- 
ſicians did really know, and what they did not; 
you will be competent Judges of the Matter, 
even in the early Part of Life. For having be- 
Medic. Pri ac. & Caut. ſect. 179. : 
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thereby be excited to Thankfulneſs, that you 


were born at ſuch a Period of Time, when it 
was brought to Perfection, by the Secrets of 


Heaven being revealed. 

I have been ſo long on this Article of Bleed- 
ing, together with a few Digreſſions, that I muſt 
be very brief in my Remarks about ſome other 
Evacuations. . 

As to that made by vomiting Medicines, you 
ſeem to be as great an Enemy to it as to Bleed- 
ing, if not more ſo. You ſay it is adviſed by 
ſome Authors as an uſeful Remedy, and in ſome 
Caſes it has proved beneficial : But you know by 
Experience, that the Advantages obtained by it may 
as effeftually be obtained by more gentle Medicines 
without it. This is ſoon ſaid, but prove it, and 
eris mihi magnus Apollo. Here too we have the 
ſtrongeſt Authorities againſt you, if that were 
any Argument with you. We have Hippocrates 
on our Side, and others of the wiſeſt Antients ; 
we have Sydenham and Boerhaave, and I think all 
other good Authors, and all wiſe Practitioners 
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fbre learned the neceſſary medical Knowledge, being 
acquainted with the Principles of the medical Art, 
and the Nature of the ſeveral Parts of the Mate- 
ria Medica, with the Rules and Cautions to be ob- 
ſerved in the Uſe of them * , you will be able to 
form a proper Tudgment of the Things you read, 
and to diſtinguiſh true Notions from miſtaken Opi- 
nions T. With the ſame View alſo, you may, if 
you have Leiſure and Inclination, read the beſt 
of the modern Authors, from the Revival of 
Learning, two or three Centuries ago, to this 
Day. By which you will obſerve, the gradual 
Progreſs of the Art in a natural Way ; and 
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at this Day, except ny yourſelf. And if we 
do not know certainly, by manifold Experience, 
the good Effects of Vomits, in many Diſorder 
of the Stomach and Bowels, ſurely we know no- 
thing in Phyſic. How often have we ſeen very 
great and ſpeedy Effects from the Operation of a 

omit ? Of what Benefit have the found, 
in the Beginning of ſome continued Fevers, from 
the Days of Hippocrates to the | wy Time? 
How great Miſchief and Danger often ariſe in the 
Progreſs of a Fever, from the Omiſſion of 2 
Vomit in the Beginning ? vid. Sydenham. Of hoy 
great Service do we often find them in intermit- 
ting Feyers, (though you ſay they are not ne- 
ceſſary *, as theſe and all other Fevers may be 
happily cured without them) in almoſt all Diſ- 
eaſes, which ariſe from Exceſs or Deficiency in 
the Excretion of the Bile; in Sicknels, and 
other Diſorders of the Stomach ; in Fluxes, in 
the Jaundice, c? How often does Nature 
Plainly point out this Evacuation to us? How 
often does' ſhe relieve herſelf, and carry off a 
Diſorder by ſpontaneous Diſcharges ? And how 
dangerous may it be in ſome Caſes to ſtop a Vo- 
miting too ſoon, thereby oppoſing Nature's Ef. 
forts, and locking up noxious Humours, which 
rather want the Aſſiſtance of Art to evacuate 
them ? We may appeal to our Patients, for the 
manifeſt Advantage they frequently receive from 
Vomits in many Caſes. And very deficient 
would our Practice be, ſo far as I know, if 
we were deprived of the Uſe of them. How: 
did Sydenham wiſh for a more gentle, and yet 
effectual vomiting Medicine, than the Antimo- 
nial ones, which were chiefly uſed in his Time: 


* Medic. Pratt ſect. 624. 
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And how would he have rejoiced at fo uſeful. a 
| Diſcovery, as that of Ipecacoanha, if it had 
happened in his Day? And all the Faculty, I 
believe, rejoice at it, except yourſelf. But to 
you the Diſcovery ſeems to be of no value, as 
vou have no Occaſion for it. By what Means 
ou cure a Diarrhza or a Dyſentery I cannot 
tell; but I ſhould not know how to manage 
them properly, without Ipecacoanha and Rhu- 
barb, or ſome other vomiting and purging Me- 
dicines, When you firſt commenced Author, 
you admitted of ſome, at leaſt, of the ſame In- 
dications for Vomits with other Practitioners, but 
now you ſeem to have laid them quite aſide. 
Whether this proceeds from a peculiar, new-ac- 
quired Tenderneſs in you to your Patients, that 
you would fave them the Fatigue of a Vomit ; 
or from Oppolition to the reſt of the Faculty, 
or an over-fondneſs for a Method of your own 
contriving, I will not determine. But I will ven- 
ture to ſay, that it is neceſſary for you, to ſet 
forth the Safety, the Efficacy, and the ſpeedy 
Operation of your Medicines, which are to fup- 
ply the Place of Vomits, in a clear and demon- 
ſtrative Light; before you will prevail 1 5 


either Practitioners or Patients, to lay aſige a 
Remedy, which long and conſiſtent Experience 
has ſhown, to be of ſo much Importance, and ſo 
plainly and remarkably uſeful, in a great Variety 
df Caſes. 

Again, as to purging Medicines, you lay it 
down as a Principle, That they are not to be 
given in Diſeaſes , when the Quantity of Lymph 

does nat exceed the Standard of Health. And in 
another Place you tell us, 20, to give Þ them 


* Medic. Princ. & Caut. ſect. 41. + Ibid. ſe a. 86. 
where 
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where the Blood is too fpiſſed, that is, has 100 
ſmall a Proportion of Serum, or has a viſcid, or 
glutinous 2 — in your Book on 
ainful Diſtempers, 577.) you expreſs] 

ſay is the Caſe in a Rheum, and — 
fore Purges are improper and hurtful in that 
Diſeaſe. You alſo caution us, not to preſcribe 
purging Medicines in the Beginning of Fevers, or 
before their Declination. Here then we have 
another Kind of Plethora, viz. a Lymphatic one; 
that is, more Lymph than ought to be, or a 
Quantity exceeding the Standard of Health, for 
all theſe Phraſes you uſe. And you have told us 
before, that all Fevers, and almoſt all painful 
Diſtempers, may be cured without Purging, in 
your Books on thoſe Subjects. But you have no 
where proved the Neceſſity of this preciſe Stand- 
ard of Lymph, which cannot be varied one way 
or the other, without being perceived, or hurt- 
ing the Health ; nor given us any certain Rules, 
to determine it exactly when it is right, or to 
judge of it's Exceſs, or Deficiency to ſuch a 
icety, as to come within the Quantity which 
one common Purge will uſually bring away. 
And till you have . this, you have, I think, 
no room to expect we ſhould ftand ſtill, to en- 
quire critically about the Quantity of Lymph, 
when we have Reaſons of much more Impor- 
tance, to reſolve upon Purging immediately. 
Muſt I. not purge in a Quinſey, to make a Re- 
vulſion, and fave my Patient from being ſuffo- 
cated z or in a Colic from - hardened Fæces pent 
up, which occaſion tormenting Pains, and threaten 
an Inflammation, or a Mortification, till J have 
made a nice Calculation (if I could do it) whe- 
ther he has any Lymph to ſpare ? Muſt I be 
afraid to purge away Bile, or other offending 
2 | Humours, 
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Humours, with which the Bowels are loaded, 
left' ſhould draw off a few Ounces of Lymph 
too much? Do not you allow ſometimes, when 
it ſuits your Argument, that if the Lymph be 
diminiſhed, it is eaſily and ſoon recruited £ But 
when you are ſpeaking againſt Purging, you are 
afraid of making the Blood too thick. And where 
it has #00 little Serum, or is viſcid, as in Rheuma- 
tiſms, you poſitively forbid Purging. Others ap- 
prove of Purging in a Rheumatiſm, and think 
they find great Benefit by it. Even you your- 
ſelf admit in one Place “, ſpeaking of the Vaſa 
inhalantia, that many of the moſt ſubtile Particles 
of purging Medicines are conveyed into the Blood, 

& with it, and attenuate the Fluids, and 


- 


render ou N Humours fit for Evacuation 
by Stool. Therefore may it not happen, upon 
your own Argument, that a well-choſen Purge, 
may thin the Blood in a Rheumatiſm by it's at- 
tenuating Quality, as much or more than it can 
thicken it by drawing off Lymph ? I wonder you 


are not afraid of Purging after the Small-Pox, 


where the Blood is often found to be very viſcid. 
And if Purging did, in fact, thicken the Blood 
ſo much as you would have us believe, one 


might expect in ſome Caſes, where briſk Purges - 


have been frequently repeated ; as for Inſtance, 
in a robuſt young Man, who has had a Go- 
norrhæa virulenta, but otherwiſe in good Health, 
and his Blood and Lymph in due Proportion; 
that by drawing off ſo much Lymph, the Blood 
muſt be reduced to a Coagulum, and ſtagnate, 
and the Patient die. But as we fee no ſuch 
thing happen, in this or other Caſes of ſmart 
Purging; we ſurely have no reaſon to think 


* Ration. Meth. {eQ, oo. 
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about it, in Caſes where we purge moderately of 
gently. And we make a Diſtinction in the Choice 
of our Purges, according to the Diſorder and 
the Intention; _ you make none here, but 
forbid all in general, as well the lenient, as the 
rough and draſtic ones, unleſs there be too great 
a Quantity of 33 of which might 
indeed be drawn off by the latter Sort, though 


E many times it may not be moved at all 
._- 


gentle Purges. Thus, in ſome of your Pain- 
ful Diſtempers, we might preſcribe a briſk Purge 
with Succeſs. But in the Beginning of Fevers, 
(where you expreſsly forbid all) we ſhould 
chuſe the mildeſt;- that can anſwer our Pur- 

ſe. of clearing the Primæ vie. And for this 

actice too we have Authority ſufficient. We 
have Hippocrates on our Side here alſo, who uſed 
to purge in the Beginning of Fevers, eſpecially 
when he found the Materia turgens, and the Hu- 
mours in Motion. We have Sydenham and 
Boerbaave, and all wiſe Men with us, that I 
know of, except yourſelf. Nay, we have even 
your own Authority for it in one place, in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms; where you preſcribe a Purge 
in the Beginning of a Fever, at leaſt as freely, 
and with as little Limitation, as I think moſt 
Phyſicians would do; and with a further Deſign 
too, than merely to cleanſe the Prime viz ; 
which may perhaps have been very well done, by 
the Means you had ordered before. It is in the 
firſt Period of the Small- Pox, where after Bleed- 
ing, and giving a Vomit, and a Glyſter, you 
ſay, if the Fever proceeds nevertheleſs too vio- 
lently, which is known by the too great Celerity of 
the Pulſe, extreme Thirſt, Heat of the Body, 


* Small-Pox, Part I. ſeQ, 120, 121. F 
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Drineſs of the: Tongue, &c. then; after thoſe 
Evachatiom (without any Hens; whether 

the Vomit has worked downwards or not, ' whe- 
ther the Glyſter has operated little or much) give 
the Sick a gentle Purge, to produce no more than 
three ar four Stools at the moſt. Lou have a hap- 
py Knack indeed, if, with all your Attention/and 
Caution, you can always determine the Opera- 
tion of a Purge to a Stool or two, eſpecially 


a Glyſter. You: then tell us, That this Method 


part of the febrile. | Humours, and thereby abate 


the: Fever, render the Small-Pox more favourable, 


and the Medicines more effeftual that may be af- 


terwards given: A very genile Purge in the fe- 


brile State may be given without leſſening the Diſ+ 
charges by inſenſible Perſpiration, or incommoding 
the Eruption of the Puſtules. And you add in a 
Note, I may be affirmed of am very mild Ca- 
thartic, what Sanctorius ſays of a little Caſſia, 
that it neither binders Perſpiration, nor abates the 
Patjent's Strength; but evacuates unprofitable Hu- 
mours. Who would ſay more thun this, and 
what more need to be ſaid, to recommend gentle 
Purging in the Beginning of Fevers ? How you 
would like this Anſwer, in any : body's words 
but your on, to your abſolute general Caution, 
not to preſcribe purging Medicines in the Beginning 


of  Fevers, or before their Declination, or how you 


can reconcile: theſe Inconſiſtences, I muſt leave 
to you. 13 31 f Þ LE HIT | 4 14 | 140 1 
- There is another Evacuation, which I find 
likewiſe you are not a Friend to, viz. a Sali- 
vation. You ſeem to think, that all venereal 


. 


out 


Diſcaſes may be cured * other Alterants with- 


z 
7 


when given a few Hours after both a Vomit and 


may cleanſe tht Stamach and Bowels, and carry off 


— e 
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dur it . Do but make this appear, and you may 
have full Employment, and a very profitable 
one too, by this one Branch of Bu ineſs alone, 
in this City. For who is there, that labour 
under this dreadful Diſtemper, that would not be 
glad to avoid the Trouble and Fatigue, the Pain 
and Hazard, of ſo tedious and loathſome an 
Operation? 

The laſt 8 I ſhall take Notice of at 
preſent, is that made by Bliſters. Tou rightly 
indeed conſider them, as having other Fa 
than thoſe which depend upon he Diſcharge they 
make. I ſhall not ſtand to examine your whol 
Doctrine on this Subject, but only to obſerve one 
particular Caution you give about the Uſe of 
them. Which is, ct to preſcribe the Application 
of Bliſters to a Woman, when ſhe has her NMenſa 
Jowing, except the Flux is too great. This again 
is one of your uncommon Notions, which I 
ſhould really have ſuppoſed to have been a new 
Thought of your own, if you had not quoted 


Zellinger s Obſervation, of Hæmorrhages ceaſing 


as ſoon as Bliſters begun to operate. But we are 
neither told of what kind the Hzmorrhages were, 
nor the Cauſes of them, nor with what other 
Circumſtances they were connected; whether 
they were of a natural or conſtitutional Kind, as 
the Menſes, Lochia, or hæmorrhoidal F lux. ſo 
far increaſed beyond their uſual Quantity; as to 
be called an Hemorrhage ; whether they were 
the original Diſorder, or the Effect of ſome other 
Diſeaſe, either acute or chronical ; whether they 
were occaſioned by a mere Exceſs of good Blood, 
or en an acrid, or diſſolved State of it; 3 whe» 
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ther by a Wound, Blow, or other external Cauſe, 


or by ſome lacerating, or corroding Subſtance, 
either bred in the Body, or received into it, or 
by what other Cauſe ſoever. Whereas we _ 
to have been told, the Nature of thoſe Hz 
morrhages, and the Cauſe they proceeded from, 
in which Bliſters had ſuch an immediate Effect; 
ſince it is plain, that as they ariſe from man 

different Cauſes, the ſame Remedy cannot be 
proper in all. Thus, if the Hemorrhage is 
produced by a Fever, or ſome other Diſorder 
in the Blood, which Bliſters can preſently cure; 
then we need not wonder, that it ſhould ceaſe as 
Toon as the Bliſters have operated; for if the 
Cauſe is removed, we may expect the Effect to 
ceaſe. But if it is owing to ſome Stimulus, 
either in the urinary Paſſages, or other Parts of 
the Body, or in the Blood itſelf, which the 
Action of the Cantharides is capable of in- 
creaſing; Bliſters muſt be ſo far den being a 
Remedy in that Caſe, that they muſt be ſup- 
poſed to aggravate and increaſe the Diſeaſe. One 
would imagine, that if Bellinger's Obſervation 
is true in ſome Caſes, he muſt firſt have found 
it out by Accident, where Bliſters were applied 
for ſome other Purpoſe ; for it can hardly be 
conceived, he ſhould ever have ſuch a Thought, 
as to lay on Bliſters, with a direct Intention of 
ſtopping an Hæmorrhage. But as he has 
made no Diſtinction, nor told us any thing of 
the Nature or Cauſe of thoſe Caſes, which he 


cured in this Manner ; (at leaſt ſo far as you. 


quote him) it ſhould ſeem, that his Authority 


can influence but few to come into the Practice. 
And yet you readily fall in with him, and urge 
his Obſervation, to confirm your Reaſoning; 

1 a K 2 When 


a {68 4] ©. 8 
when you forbid Bliſters in the natural Flu 
for fear of ſtopping tbat , beneficial Evacuation, 


and preſcribe them in general, when it is im- 


moderate, in order to reſtrain it. For neither 
do you make any Diſtinction, as to the Cauſe 
the immederate Flux may proceed from, though 
that may make ſo great a Difference in the 


Cure, that if Bliſters could be proper in ſome 


Caſes, yet, nevertheleſs, they might be burtful 
in others. Tour Caution is univerſal, never to 
appù Bliſters while the Menſes are flowing, let 
there be ever. fo much Neceſſity for them on 
other Accounts, except the Flux is too great, 
and then always to uſe them, whatever-the Cauſe 
be, or whatever. other Circumſtances. belong to 
the Caſe. If indeed Bliſters did always ſtop all 
Diſcharges of Blood, from whatever Cauſe, then 
to be ſure we ought to be very careful, how they 
were uſed during the regular Courſe of the 
Menſes, or perhaps juſt before they are expected, 
for fear of ſtopping or preventing them; and 
you would certainly be right in applying them, 
when the Flux was too great. But I believe 
moſt Phyſicians would practiſe very differently 
from you in this Caſe: That they would not 
abſolutely forbid Bliſters, on. account of the na- 
tural Flux, if there were any more urgent Cir- 
cumſtances to call for them; but would be afraid 
of them in. an immoderate Flux, or any other 
Hemorrhage, leſt. they ſhould make the Caſc 


worſe. You had, I ſuppoſe, picked up the 


Hint from Hellinger, and then | contriyet the 
Theory to ſupport. it, which you call the Rea- 


fon for the Caution; viz. that their Stimulus in- 


creaſes ihe contraftile Force ef all the animal. Veſ- 
ſels, and thereby may ſudgenly top that beneficial 
"Aw e 
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Fwaruationz and, for. the ſame Reaſon cure an 


immoderate Flur, or ſome other Hzmorrhage. . 


Here you make the Cantharides to act only upon 
the ſmall Veſſels, and to contract them juſt as 


you would have them, ſo as to ſtop the Mouths . 


of ſuch as are open. But may not the Stimulus 


upon the larger Veſſels (as you ſay it contracts 


all) contract them in ſuch a Manner, as to pro- 
the Blood with a greater Force, ſo as to 
cep open the Mouths of the ſmall Veſſels, 
and increaſe the Flux? Beſides, you grant, that 
nany f tbe ſubtile Particles of the Cant harides 
enter through | the Vaſa inhalantia, and mix with 
' the Fluids, and attenuate them * Which Atte- 
nuation of the Blood, may poſſibly, in ſome 
Caſes, do- more to make it flow, than the Con- 
traction of the ſmall Veſſels can to keep it in. 
So that here is another Effect of Bliſters, viz. 
upon the Fluids, as well as upon the Solids 
whereas. in your Reaſon for this Caution, you 
had only conſidered the latter. And indeed, it 
is a yery common Thing with Theoriſts, to take 
one part of an Argument only, as ſuits their 
Purpoſe, and to omit another part of it which 
makes againſt them. But though you allow that 
Cantharides attenuate the Fluids, yet you ſay, 
that Bliſters are proper with a weak Pulſe, not 
only where the Fluids are viſcid, but alſo 
where. the: Blood and Lymph are too thin, and 


their component Parts tos incoherent, and broken . 


So that here the Fluids are viſcid, with a weak 


Pulſe, you would have them act upon both So- 


ids and Fluids; but where the Blood is diſſolved 
7 Ration, Meth. ſect. 527, 528. + Ibid. 
ſect. 579. . PET Tk : 
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und broken, they are to act only upon the So. 
lids, to ſtrengthen and recover their Tone. And 
it is upon this Principle, doubtleſs, that you 

reſcribe them freely in the bleeding“ Sort of 

mall-Pox. In which Caſe, as well as in Hz- 
moptoes, great Hæmorrbages from the Noſe, Ute. 
rus, &c. the Authors of the Monthly Review, 
for the Month of December 1751, in their Re- 
marks on your Medical Principles aud Cautions, 
day 7, Surely no Phyfician in his Senſes ever dream- 
ed of Bliſters being indicated. Theſe Gentlemen, 
to be ſure, had never ſeen your Book on the 
Small-Pox, which came out long before they be- 
gun their Undertaking, or elſe they would ne- 
ver have expreſſed themſelves in that manner. [ 
ſhall only ſay, that I believe there are very few, 
if any, Phyſicians, who would agree with you in 
the Uſe of Bliſters, in the true bleeding Small. 
Pox. Which, by the way, I think one of the 
moſt deplorable Cafes we meet with, notwith- 
ſtanding the Uſe of the Bark, and Allum, and 
Acids; all which J have often preſcribed in vain, 
but ſhall again preſcribe as Occaſions offer; in 
hopes of meeting with that Succeſs, which ſome 
few late Writers ſpeak of, and becauſe I think 
theſe Medicines can do no harm, and I know no- 
thing elſe that ſeems ſo likely to do good. But 
as to Bliſters, they appear to me to be directly 
hurtful. For where the Blood is too much 
diſſolved and broken already, if the Cantharides 
ſhould act upon the remaining red globules, and 
diſſolve them too, (as there is too much reaſon to 
fear may happen, and you cannot ſay it will not) 
muſt it not be melted down to a kind of Ichor, 


* Hiſt. 39 and 41. + Pag 504. 
which 
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which will not be contained in the Veſſels, buf 
burſt out with more Violence, where it has al- 
ready got vent; or perhaps make ſome new 
Paſſages, and the Patient ſoon be deſtroyed? 
And it ſhould always be a fundamental Rule in 
Phyſic, that in Caſes where we can do no good, 
we ſhould take all poſſible care that we do no 


1 ſhould here finiſh this Letter, but that I 
have a mind to make a few Remarks in parti 
lar, upon your Treatiſe on painful Diſtempers, 
and to add a word or two, about your Letters 
relating to the Plague. lt 
As to the former, you ſeem to boaſt, that of i 
fifty one Patients, whoſe Caſes: you have related 
in that Book, you ordered Bleeding but for one. 
And you tell us in an Aphoriſm, * That the 
painful Diſtemper, treated of in this Book, may 
happily be cured without Bleeding, and leſſening the 
Quantity of the vital Fluid. You ſhould rather 
have ſaid, that ſuch particular Caſes, as you have 
t, may be cured, or will go off withour 
leeding; or at . leaſt without any further 1 
Bleeding, from the Time they came under your 1 
Care: For ſome of them had been blooded be- Fi 
fore. And if this had been ail, I ſhould not 
have had much to ſay ; becauſe of all your fifty 
Caſes, there are but very few, that any bod 
would have thought of Bleeding in, either at all, 
or at leaſt after they came under your Care. Who 
would have thought of Bleeding, in your own 
Caſe of the Toothach, which makes your 6 Hiſt. 
or in that ſmall nephritic Diſorder of your own, 
which makes your 34 Hiſt. or in ſuch Caſes of 
Pain in the Head, as your Hiſtories are? Who 


* Painf. Diſtemp. ſect. 573. Aphor, I. 
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I 
would have thought of it, in thoſe Caſes of 
the Quinſey, which yuu deſcribe in a State of 
Suppuration, and near breaking; or for the poor 
ld Woman * of Eighty, who had a ſuppurated 
Tumour. in her Neck, within 4 few: Hours: of 
breaking when you came to her; or, which at 
ſmeared her over with Athiops Mineral, without 
and within, as far as it . that i is exter- 
nally in a Liniment, and with a fort of Linctus 
to hold in her Mouth only, becauſe ſhe could 
not ſwallow ? But would you have blooded any 
of theſe laſt Patients, if you had been fent for 
in the Beginning? If it had been done, it might 
perhaps have prevented the Suppuration in them 
all, and cured the Patients ſoon, and ſaved them 
a great deal of Uneaſineſs, and ſome Hazard at 


The Caſes you tell of Inflammation in the 
Eyes, were ſuch as did not require Bleeding, 
vid. Hiſt. 13, 14, 15- Who would have thought 
of Bleeding, in the Cafe of the young Lady +, 
whoſe violent Pain in her Stomach was only ſuch, 
as could be cured by one ſingle Doſe, of ' forty 
Grains of Chalk in ſix Ounces of pure Water, 
and a little Sugar? Or in ſuch a Colic || from 
Wind, as could be preſently cured by à Gly- 
ſer, | as by a Charm, to uſe your Patient's 
Wand $1: 235551 ig. 155097 2s 

Baut does it follow, that becauſe ſuch Caſes as 
theſe did not want Bleeding, therefore no Pains in 
the Head, no Inflammation of the Eyes, no 
Quinſies, no Colics, no nephritic Diſorders do 
require it? You will, I preſume, ſay yes, and 


* Hiſt, 40, + Hiſt, 22. {| Eig. 21 
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that, if there be no Plethora, all painful Diſtem- 
pers may be happily cured without it, as well as 
all Fevers, by the Means of your Attenuants, 
and Alteratiues, & c. But, notwithſtanding your 
great Faith in theſe Medicines, I cannot help 
thinking, if you were to labour under any of 
theſe Diſeaſes, of ſuch a Sort, and in ſuch a De- 
gree, as the uſual rational Practice directs Bleed- 
ing in; that your Confidence in them would ſoon 
be ſhaken, and you would either alter your 
Mind about Bleeding, or elſe be perſuaded you 
had a Plethora, in order to do it conſiſtently 
with your Theory; whatever Faith and Patience 
you may be able to inſtil into thoſe whom you 
cribe for. Were you once to feel the Tor- 
ture of ſuch a Colic, as the Phyſicians attending 
you would recommend Bleeding in, or Purging, _ 
or both; I believe, you would not hold ſo 
long an Argument with them, about theſe Eva- 
cuations, as When you are writing Books, or at+ 
tending. your on Patients, who feel the Pain; 
or inſiſt upon a full Proof, that you had a Ple- 
thora, either ſanguine or lymphatic; or require 
a nice Calculation, to an : Ounce, how much 
Blood you could afford to part with, or how 
many Stools yoù could bear : Becauſe you would 
be led to think, by the Pain you felt, that there 
was more danger of weakening you, by it's 
Continuance, than by loſing a few Ounces. of 
Blood extraordinary, or having a Stool or two 
too many; beſides the Hazard of a Suppuration, 
or a Mortiſication, if the Obſtruction was not 
removed in Time. 170 e „ 
There is one Caſe among your fifty, in which, 
believe moſt Phyſicians will think you ought 
to have ad viſed Bleeding. It is that of the 
1) ep fe” young 
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Young Woman *- of twenty-five,. who. was two 
Months gone with Child, and Had @ violent Pain 
in ber Back, which had been increafing for ſſve 
Days, and fhe thought (herſelf that ſbe ſhould miſ- 
carry, as ſhe had twice before, once at the 
End of two Months, and the other time at thre: 
Months. For though ſhe was of a weak Habit 
of Body, (which you tell us towards the End of 
the Caſe, on account of giving her Rad. Jor. 
mentil. Lap. Contrayerv. ana Di. Sal. Succin. gr. ii. 
twice in a Day, for a few Days longer after the 
Pains were gone) yet ſhe might have ſo much 
more Blood accumulated from her Condition, as 
to make a Plethora ad wires to her; and the 
taking away a few Ounces of Blood, might have 
been leſs hazardous, both as to Abortion, and 
weakening her, than either the Continuance of 
fuch Pains, or truſting to your Medicines alone 
for relieving her. And perhaps too, if. ſhe had 
been blooded at that time, it might have pre- 
vented the Miſcarriage, which happened a Month 
after,” though it was then - occaſioned by a 
Fright. 2 Be Tote "oh 

1 to the one Patient whom you did bleed, 


viz. Mr Carier , you ſay, you apprehended be 


had a Pletbora, but do not tell your Reaſons for 
apprehending fo ; only ſaying, he was lean and 
full of Blood. You will not ſuppoſe that all lean 
People are full of Blood, or at leaſt have a Ple- 
thora. Therefore you ſhould have told the Rea- 
ſons, that made you apprehend he had one, and 
pointed them out clearly to your young Readers; 
that they might ſee plainly the Propriety of your 

ordering Bleeding this one time, and but once in 


Hi. 41. # Hiſt, 16. 
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the whole Book: And alſo, by a full Deſcription 
in this particular Inſtance, be the better enabled 
to judge of your general Aphoriſms, Propoſi- 
tions, Corollaries, and Reaſonings on this Sub- 
jet. Now as you have not put this Matter be- 
yond doubt, may it not be ſuſpected, that you 
was miſtaken, and that he had not a Plethora; 
and eſpecially ſince the Circumſtances of the Caſe, 
as you ſtate it, do not ſhow that he had one, 
either according to the Sentiments of other Wri- 
ters, or your own * Doctrine. The Diſorder 
had been ſeveral Nets upon bim, and been in- 
creaſing ; it began with Loſs of Appetite, was at- 
tended 'with fick and faint Fits, and be had a 
very intermitting, unequal Pulſe. Are theſe Signs 
of a Plethora ? Nay, are they not contrary to 
your own Signs of it? How then came you to 
think” of a Plethora ? And yet you ventured, 
very differently from your uſual Practice, to take 
away. twelve Ounces of Blood, and all at once 
too I ſuppoſe, by your adding quam primum. 
And if you was miſtaken, what an Injury muſt 
you have done. to this young Man, by taking 
ſo much of the vital Fluid, and conſe- 
quently diminiſbing ſo much of his vital 
Strength ; by making || Waſte of the vital Fluid, 
as if it was become a Sort of Excrement of the 
Body ; not es if the Life, but the Death of the 
Creature was in it? Perhaps you will ſay it is 
plain he had a Plethora, becauſe he was better 
lo ſoon; If ſo, you ought to allow the ſame of 
the Patients of other. Phyſicians, who grow bet- 


Vid. Med. Prack ſef. 20, 21, 22. Small Pox, ſect. 
199. + Ration. Meth. ſea. 399, 447. Me- 
die. Princip. & Caut, ſect. 171. EY 
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ter upon Bleeding. And indeed, if his ſudden 
Amendment was owing to your Preſcription, ] 
chink, moſt probably, it was to the Bleeding, 
Whether — * a N or not; N ſuch 

tſent Relief, and the Symptoms being imme. 
Asch and greatly. abated, could hardly be af- 
cribed to the Medicines you gave him; which 
are not of ſo powerful Efficacy, that great and 
ſudden Effects, can reaſonably be expected from 
them in ſuch Doſes as your's. But after all, 
may it nor be queried, whether this Patient, a; 
he was a Surgeon, did not propoſe Bleeding to 
you; and by telling you he was full of Blood, 
make you apprebend he had a Pleibora, and alſo 
prevail upon you to conſent, to take away ſo 
much as twelve Ounces; ſince you ſo rarely find 
out a Plethora yourſelf, and ſo very ſeldom take 
Way ſuch a Quantity? ann 
How eaſy would it be for any Practitioner to 
write fifty Caſes, and full as conſiderable as 
moſt of your's, Which he has cured by Bleeding 
only, or perhaps one Purge beſides, or a Vo- 
mit? Nay, how eaſy to tell fifty, or many more 
Caſes, where Patients have recovered, without 
either Bleeding or Purging, or any of your fa- 
vourite \Medicines, or even without any Medi- 
cines at all; and from much worſe Diforders 
than ſome of thoſe you have here related? Now 
if any Man would argue from hence, that no 
Medicines are neceſſary in painful Diſtempers, 1 
am perſuaded yeu would not allow his Reaſoning 
to be good. And yet would nat that be as good 
an Argument, as your fifty Caſes are againſt 
Bleeding? But if Men will ſit down, to write 
and publiſh ſuch Caſes, as many of your's in 
e 
"451 4 i 103 
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fic ; as every Practitioner | might as well publiſh 
an Account of every Patient that comes under 
Care. 1 
eon Letters — tothe Plague, may, 1 
think, Ek as well be called, a Book in Divi- 
nity. as in 1 | Ton ſay „ Tun have taken 
ame Paint, to find ome Means, more tan 
bad befare been di favered for the Safety I Per- 
ſons in the Time of a Peſtilence. It was doubtleſs 
a good Defign, though what you could contrive 
about it muſt either oo 05 to Infection in general, 
or elſe be merely theoretical, as you had no Ex- 
rience of the N * itſelf, But if you had 
— to your own Thoughts, omitting what you 
have borrowed from Diemerbroec and Hodges, and 
the Journal of the Plague in London, in 1665; 
leaving alſo the religious Part (which takes up ſo 
larg 4 a Share of your, Book) to the Divines, 
oper Province it is; and had ſpared 
8 your Directions to Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters, Sc. which are therefore unneceſſary (eſ- 
pecially to Perſons, in their Stations) 3 ſo 
obvious, that every one's common Senſe and. 
Prudence could not fail to dictate them; and had 
likewiſe left out, or abridged, all that ; 18 Type er 
fluous, or tedious; We ſhould have had 
you a ſmall Pamphlet only on this Subject, 1 
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e Bull and Pice of 1 Books, left fewer 
ole ſh ſhould buy and read them ou had done ſo here, in | 
your exceſſive long Hiſtories of Caſes 3 in the Small-Pox, and If 
elſewhere,” you had ſpared the Pockets, and ſaved the Time 

of your . without * leſs uſeful, 
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Tou would alſo have us believe, that you 
wrote this Book without any Aim at ſecular 
Advantage. If you mean by it, that you do not 
deſire the Plague ſhould come into this City, for 
the Sake of the Fees you ſhould get by it, I 
readily believe you; notwithſtanding your ſtrong 
Faith, that yourſelf and other pious Perſons, 
would be remarkably and viſibly tifinpuilbed F and 
preſerved in ſuch a Calamity. But, that you had 
no Deſign or Thought, of promoting your com- 
mon Practice, by writing this Book as well as 
the reſt, I think you will not fay. For though 1 
really do not doubt, but you intended to do 
$90 to the Bodies and Souls of Men by this 

reatiſe; yet you might think ſome good to 
yourſelf alſo was conſiſtent with that Deſign. [ 
appeal to you, whether you did not hope to 
pleaſe, and ingratiate yourſelt with, thoſe pious 
Perſons, whom you defire to pray for a Bleſſing 
upon || this Boot; and alſo adviſe, to pray to be 
directed in the Choice + of a Phyſician. You tell 
them, God inclines \ ſome to uſe thoſe Phyſicians, 
whoſe Endeavours he will direft and bleſs to the 
Preſervation of their Health ;, and permits others, 
whom he has appointed for Deſtruttion, to derid: 
the Phyſicians, by whom their Health might be 
preſerved ; —— and in their Sickneſs, to uſe thoſe 
Practi ſers of Phyfic, whoſe Miſmanagement will 
render their Death certain. And who is ſo like- 
ly, for theſe devout People to imagine them- 
ſelves directed to, as one that ſuits their own 
Taſte fo exactly, one who has prayed ſo much, 


* bid. © + Vid: ſeck 800, 805, 808, 816, 825, 


831. | li Sect. 902. * 4 Sect. 431. 
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to be direfted, and aſſiſted in his Studies, and 
who affures them, that he has not prayed in 
vain ? * Ko 

I ſhall now conclude this Letter (as I began it) 
in your own Words, mutatis mutandis, which 
you apply to an Author, whoſe Book you make 
Remarks upon. I have taken this Notice of 
your, Writings, becauſe J apprehended that ſame 
of your Notions, which appear to me groundleſs, 
might lead your Readers into wrong Sentiments. 
And I perſuade myſelf that you have that Huma- 
nity, which will excuſe my Freedom in animad- 
verting on the Paſſages cited from your Books +. 


1 am, 
S LX, 
Yeur humble Servant. 
Vid. Compend. PraRt. Letter I. + Ration, 


Meth. ſe&. 382. 
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0U ſay, you fin the gm of Medica! 
* -Caſes one of the moſt 2 _ | 
improving the Prattice of P 
agree with you 1n this, provided theſe Gaſes Hh 
the Reſult of judicious and accurate Obſervation, 
and properly written. They are Inſtances of 
Facts, and ſerve to illuſtrate the beſt Deſcription, 
which can be given of any Diſeaſe, by the moſt 
exact Writer; as we often find an Argument of 
the moſt able Reaſoner upon any Subject, made 
much more intelligible and clear, by quoting Ex- 
amples of the Matter in queſtion. And in no 
Argument, perhaps, are particular Examples 
more uſeful or neceſſary, than in treating of Di- 
eaſes. Let a Profeſſor in teaching, or an Author 
in writing, give ever ſo good an Account of 
any Diſeaſe, deſcribing the diagnoſtic and prog- 
noſtic Signs of it, and the general Method of 
Cure, with as much Clearneſs as can poſſibly be 
done; yet ſtill the Hearers or Readers will find 
their Notions of it greatly improved, as well as 
more ſtrongly impreſſed upon the Mind, by the 
Recital of ſome Caſes of particular Patients. 
| Theſe Caſes repreſent to Students the Diſeaſe (of 
which they before knew the Symptoms) as it 
were before their Eyes, juſt as it really appears, 
with 1 it's Difference in different Patients, accord- 
ing to the Difference of their Conftitutions, and 
other "Circumſtances, They ſhow that all the 


* * Preface to the. Treatiſe on Painful Diſtempers. 
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Symptoms, ich are reckoned up by Authors a4 5 
. belonging to a Diſeaſ do not always occur in 
every Patient: D. iſeaſes do not appear ſo 
regular and uniform, as they are and muſt 
deſcribed in * and Trratiſes: That ac 
dental Symptoms happen, which muſt be 1 
ed in the Method of. ure, and which, often pet- 
plex the Practitioner by contrary: Indications 3. or 
that ſometimes two., Diſeaſes are complicated to- 
gether, one of Which require ſuch a Regimen 
and Medicines as the other forbids, and therefore 
the Fhyſician muſt, on ſuch. Occaſions, accom- | 
modate his Preſcriptions between both, as well as 
he can. By Caſes - alſo, a Student ſees, that the 
good and bad Symptoms are often ſo blended to- 

as to make the Event more dubious, 
than he had conceived from the general Rules of 


[ne g, Which he had been taught. And 
learns . the Ferre. Uh, and Doſes 4 
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after, , and by ae 
* - Thus, in A CEO on the Ft 'T A. eel 9 6 
2 for example, I ſhould think it would 
a great Improvement, to the moſt accurate 
cnption, Which could be given of theſe Dil- 
eaſes, to add the Caſes of ſome particular Fa- 
tients, of different Conſtitutions, , and attend 
with; different. Circumſtances ;. in the differe 
— of the. Diſeaſes, and with all the different 
— in N which the Reaſons would ap- 
_ . 17 e with regard to 
vacuations Inſtances might be 
given of i= x, who bee ſoon and "MY 
e190 
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82 
Ewacnstions, and other 
ders in whom the Diſeaſe 
was ſo violent, 4s to yield to nd Methods o 
Cure, but the Inflamm n'proceeded haſtily and 
dbſtinately 1 th defiance of Art, till it ended in 1 


| Bcd wot prov 


 Morrtificatio el.” Bikes ek the Bodies demonſtra. 
tively proved t alſd be told = 
who recovered more y and eſeaped nar 


fou'y from 


one Danger rb 
on or 4 Mor 15 


fortification ; which, perh 
e there had been reaſon to 
Either N or near at hand: And of a 
where the Inflammation aQually ended in a Sup. 
N Here too, as the Suppuration would 
different Events, ſome Cafes might ſhow, 
that it brought on a true Phthiſis Pulmonalis, or 
an Empyema, and deſtr ed the Patients by : 
"haſty Conſumption. And ſore Examples might 
ven {though it is the good Fortune of bet 
Ke where the Abſceſs being happily formed ins 
2 per Part of the Lungs, 10 ing in due 
ime, with all favourable 'Circutnſtances, the 
Matter was diſcharged by a quick Expectoration, 
ard à compleat Recovery led. Such a Tres 
tiſe as this would very much extend and enlarge 
the Ideas of 'a Student, Who had carefully read 
Syaenbam on theſe Diſeaſes. 
In like Manner in treating of the Dropſy, af 
giving at Account of As Diſeaſe in it's ſe. 
yeral Species; it would be of uſe to relate ſome 
articular Caſes, both ſuch as Have been cured, 
nd fuch as ended fatally. And if the Bodies of 
thoſe who died of it, were opened, and a true Ac 
count given of the in ward State of them, even # 
Young” Reader would not wonder that we have 
nd mere Succeſs in the Cure of confirmed Drop- 
* i "when he obſerves” how often there is ſuch 4 
3 Decay, 


of repairing... 
great uſe to Students, { 


And 
likewiſe they- may ſometimes be af ſervice to all 


Pradtuioners, ſince no Man is too; old to learn 
in the Medical Art. But more eſpecially, if a 
new Diſeaſe. ariſes in any Place, or a new Me- 
dicine-is. diſcovered, or a new Method of Cure, 
an Account of which is to be publiſhed ; even 
an old Phyſician will underſtand the Diſeaſe bet- 
ter, if the Deſcription is illuſtrated by Examples 
in particular Patients; and will be more fully ſa - 
tisſiec about the Method of Cure, if he ſees that 
it is a plain and ſimple one, and alſo that it is 
confirmed by a Variety of Caſes: As he ve 
well knows, that no Concluſions in Phyſic arg 
to be drawn haſtily, either from one, or even 
from a fe Inſtances; and that when a Farrago 
of Medicines- are uſed, it is not eaſy to know 
what Effect to aſcribe to any ſingle one among 
them. Thus Dr Freind, when he was to pub- 
lin his Method of Purging, in the ſecond Fe- 
ver of the Small-Pox, choſe to repreſent it by the 
Hiſtories of a Number of Perſons, upon whom 
be himſelf and other Phy ficians had. practiſed it. 
And indeed, it has been common with moſt Au- 
thors, as well antient and modern, to give ſome 
1 9 05 | WP; | 
Nay, 10 eral has been Opinion of th 
Uſefulneſs of this Way .of Writing, that there 
almoſt innumerable, who have 


are alſo Authors 
pablthed whole Volumes of Caſes of part ; 
Caſes, and by others Hiſtories. But though 
Number of -theſe Books is very large, yet the 
good ones among chem are fo few, that there is 
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' abudait room for more] and, as the Subject 


plain, conciſe Narrative of Facts, containing 


the Diſeaſe, and of the Patient, with a Preſcrip- 


ſtanees of this Sort to be met with in Obſerva 
many Caſes are there in your Book on Fevers, 


room, than the Accounts you give of the Pa- 


you preſcribed fo and ſo for them. 
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ine chauſtible, there will always be room for 
good Obſervations, for the further Improvement 
of Phyſic. DN FOR EIT. Z 2 Of ao | 
In order to make Medical Caſes uſeful,” they 
ſhould be obſerved with accurate Care and 
be. ment, and related with grear Fidelity and 
ndour, without any Bias in Favour of any pe- 
culiar Notions, either in Theory or Practice, or 
Prejudices of any kind. They ſhould be 2 


every Circumſtance which properly belongs to 
the Patient s Diſorder, or which can SE any 
Light into it, and nothing elſe; nothing im- 
pertinent or trifling, or unneceſſarily tedious. 

They ſhould be a plain and clear Account, and 
the Deſcriptions ſhould correſpond with the Ti- 
tles of the Caſes, or elſe the Reader may ſome. 
times be puzzled to know what the Diſeaſes 
were. There are Inſtances in Obſervators, where 
this Rule has not been well obſerved ®, © 
They ſhould not be ſo ſhort as to be inſigni- 
ficant, containing little more than the Name of 


tion or two. A Number of ſuch ' Obſervations 
would be rather a Lift of Patients, than Hifto- 
ries of their Diſeaſes. There are too many In- 
tors, and ſome among your Hiſtories. How 


where the Preſcriptions take up much more 


tients? In Hift.'25. and 26, we are only told, 


that the Patients had a remitting Fever, and that 


— 
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SO 
On the other Hand, Obſervations ſhould nat 
be of an immoderate, 3 le They 
ſnould ſnhould not tire and. perplex Reader, 
by a needleſs Multiplicity of Wor ds, or frequent 
Repetitions z by telling trifling C 
or idle, impertinent Tales, the 'Chit-chat of 
Nurſes or Standers-by, or ſuch Sayings of the 
Patients, as the Reader is not at all concerned 
with. They ſhould not be ſpun out by theore- 
tical R (Which is a Bi — * and fo- 
reign to the Subject) nor by redious Preſcri 
tions, often repeated with very little, if an . 
riation· Are there not many of your Hiſtories, 
which might have been much ſhortened, if theſe 
Hints had been obſerved ? And many other 
Writers of Obſervations have bkevie erred in 

theſe Reſpects. 

Again, the Caſes ſhould be of our own ob- 
. Mroughout, not upon hearſay, either in 
whole or in part. Therefore, ſuch as we did 
not duly attend, to ſce the whole Progreſs of 
the Diſeaſes, but only ſaw once or twice, or 
ſometimes not at all, and had either the reſt of 
the Account, or the whole of it, by Letters or 
Meſſages, ſhould not 1 How many 
Caſes are there in your Books, in which a con- 
ſiderable Part of the Story is made up, from 
what Letters have informed you, or Nurſes and 
Meſſengers. have come to your Houſe to tell 
you ? Tou might very Poftüph do good by pre- 
in that way, for Patients who could 
have no other Help ; but then ſuch Caſes ought 
not to appear in print, enn certain 
n Four * , lipids + 
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d Praſigiis Demoemon, Rc. It is.nd-won- 
| therefore; that hardly any 9 te ihe fu 


ol 


poll — 
und in 
Writers. Such Authors ſeem — at — 
ty mote than Uſefulneſs, and Surprize rather 
than Inſtruction. Th it muſt be owned, 
chat proper Hiſtories of rare Caſes ONS are 
real ones, not the Fictions of Ignorance. or Fraud 

might be uſeful — to be conſu 
ſometimes occaſion ; if they were written 
33 Credit, who might be 


_— hough the more ftrange Thi 
| -writes, 


Charafter as to his Judgment and Veracity ſhould 
be well * eſtabliſhed. Sherefore extraordinary 
Caſes Nuld ſeem to 


hy, 


lection of a public Society, where ſome of the 
poſed to know the Writer, 
(or 


Members may be ſup 
and in ſome ſort to vouch: for his Authority 
at leaſt i ſhduld be ſo) than when they reſt 
upom the Credit of one ſingle Man: Unleſs that 
Man is ſuch a one, ho has been ſo conſpicuous 
for the public he has made in 1 ite, or for 
his other Wri V chat his Name alone will be 
ſufficient Evidence to Poſterity. Fhe Caſes in- 
deed tnuſt be ſuch as can be ſuppoſed: to be 
Facts, dn elſe o Name, no Authority can ſup- 
rt them. For if à Reader meets with Stories, 
ich ute incredible and abſurd, in an Author 
— Fame in other reſpects, he ref iſes 
hit Aſſenm, without at all ſuſpeting the: Veracity 
of zther Author, but concluding that he has 
been over credulous dn theſe — aan do- 
caved or impoſed upon by weak or deſigning 
Perſons 3 or elſe" chat this; wiſe and worthy Man 


_ more need — io ST, : 


better in the Col- 


is not free from Superſtition or Prejudiees, in 
is ſome 


[88] 
a total [Faſting for many Years from all Food 
and Drinks ; of vomiting Needles, Nails, Points 
of Knives, &c; of voiding Ink, Pebbles, Se. by 
Vrine ; of Women being delivered of Monſters, 
"as Frogs, Toads, Rabbets, flying Animal, 
Sc. Hither alſo may be referred — aſcribed 
to infifficient Cauſes : Nay, ſometimes the Cauſe; 
are ſo far from being adequate to the 
! as to be even void of any real 
at all. 1 Cures ſaid to be obtained by 
Prayers to Saints, by Reliques, the Blood * 
Martyrs dried upon — Charms, the Rent 
Touch A of a particular Race of Kings, Gr. 
I mig —— for all theſe, and many 
-more 80 but 1 forbear it, for want of room in 
— which will be — 5 
Pr. 
I will only add one Meads: vie about the 
Manner of publiſhing Medical Caſes, which is, 
that the Hiſtories of fatal Events ſhould be 2 
Teadily told, as of ſucceſsful ones. Hippocrates 
writes the Caſes» of his Patients who died, as 
freely as of thoſe who recovered: And fo 
ſhould every Obſervator do, who conſults his 
-own Credit, and his Readers Benefit. As to 
himſelf, he will be the more readily believed, in 
his ſucceſsful Caſes,” when it appears that he is 
candid enough, not to endeavour to conceal the 
| 3 Part of — 002 And the Skill 
of the Phyſician may often a full as great, 
by the Narrative of a fata Ee which: he has 
judged rightly of, and treated properly, as by 
the Hiſtory of a TR r n 
0 1 10 1237 


; * See Wiſmman's Oli b. 71 
See allo Turner's Surgery. 2 
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k., Pa 
if he has judged wrong in any Caſe, and has 


diſcovered the Occaſion of ſuch Miſtake, and the 
Way to prevent it for the future; the pointing 
this out as a Caution to others, would be greatly 
to his Honour. This would be (as the Fi uthor 
of the Preface. to Medical Eſſays and Obſerva- 
tions ſays) to make the World wiſer in an uncom- 
non May. And as to his Readers, the telling 
only of. ſucceſsful Caſes looks like ſome ſort ab 
Deceit upon them. Some of them, who are 
e in Favour of the Author, may be apt 
to ſuppoſe, that all Patients in ſuch Diſeaſes may 
be cured if properly managed; till Time and 


Experience convince them of their Miſtake. Be- 


ſides, the. Student needs to be informed of the 
Courſe and Progreſs of a Diſeaſe, when it proves 
fatal, as well as when the Patient recovers. 
he does not Know this, he muſt (when he comes 
to practiſe) not only be at a Loſs himſelf, but 
often deceive both his Patients and their Friends 
with falſe Hopes, and thereby expoſe his own 
Character.” | 3 fe 
And when, with theſe Hiſtories of fatal Caſes, 


we are able alſo to give a juſt Account, of what 


was found on opening the Bodies, this is a fur- 
ther Advantage of great Importance to the Rea- 
der. The Diſſection in many Caſes compleats 
the Idea of the Diſeaſe to the Student, as well as 
confirms the Judgment of the Phyſician, who 
had foretold in what State things would be found ; 
and ſometimes affords Inſtruction even to the 
moſt experienced in this Way. It alſo very of- 
ten demonſtrates the Reaſon why no Medicines 
could poſſibly ſucceed, the Condition of the in- 
ward Parts being ſuch, as is evidently beyond the 
Reach of Art. Hence it appears, that he who 
has joined to his Knowledge of the Hiſtory 'of 
. N Diſeaſes, 


from ſo im 


[go] 
; ſeaſes, right Notions of the inward State of 
5 dies dying of them, from ſeeing Diſſection, 
and alſo kb Ba 57 Accounts of them, wil 
be able to form the beſt. Judgment of many dif. 
ficult Caſes in Practice, ariſing from ObſtruQion, 
of- the Viſcera, and other Diſorders within, 


Hence alſo appears the further Uſefulneſs of 


Hoſpitals, bot to Practitioners and Pupils, be. 
fides what ariſes from the vaſt Number of Pa. 
"3 . 1 . A+ 
tients. in all Diſeaſes, as there are more, frequent 
Opportunities % 0 ane Bodies, than (from 
the Prejudices of Markin ) can be had in pri. 
vate Practice. And thoſe, who have not theſe 
Advantages, ſhould, as they ſtudy any Difſcale, 
conſult the beſt Authors who have written an Ac- 
count of the State of Bodies dying of it. Bon. 
ys you know, in his Sepulchretum Anatomicun, 
made 2 Collection of Hiſtories of this ſor, 
om almgK all Authors who, wrote before him, 
Which Mangetus has much, enlarged, and conti- 
nued down to about the End of the laſt Century. 
And a great deal of uſeful Khowledge is to be 
obtained, from a careful Peruſal of it. There 
are indeed ſome Things in it not ſo judicious, 
Which is not to be wondered at in a Collection 
| hundred Authors. Some Things 


are long and). tedious. And there are a great 
many Very thort, imperfect Caſes, which juſt 


tell that this or at Part was found ſo and fo 
affected, without any proper Account. of the 


- preceding Diſcale, Such Caſes as theſe do little 


more than inform the Reader, that the ſeveral 


Parts of the, Body are liable to, ſuch a morbid 
| State, and do not teach him how to diſcover it 


in a living Body, in order to judge right of, 


and foretel the Event of Diſeaſes, There are 


allo ſome Obſervations taken from Authors of 


Perhaps 


haps not ſo. good Credit. Theſe a Student 
nuſt learn to d by the Characters the 
Authors bear, and by Judging, from his own 
Underſtanding, of their Skill and Candour in 
Writing. But take the Collection as it is, and 
there are Obſervations enough, from Authors 
deſervedly eſteemed, to make the Work laſting, 
both in. Reputation and Uſefulneſs. And it is 
muck to be wiſhed, that the moſt noted Prac- 
titioners at this Day would follow their laudable 
Example, both in opening Bodies, and publiſh- 
ing Accounts of them, as well as. of ſucceſsful 
Caſes, from all which there might in time be 
erm Colleckions made. for the Uſe of Po- 

ty. : Trap | 


ing Medical Caſes, it is hoped may not be alto-" 
gether uſeleſs to you, if you ſhall think fit to 
pay any Regard to them, when you are pre- 
paring for the Preſs again. But if you will 
not deign to receive any particular Directions 
from an anonymous Writer, give me leave, 
only in one Word, to recommend to you us 
Example of Hippocrates , of Mead +, of Al 
len ||, and of ſome of the judicious, Obſervators 
in the Edinburgh Collections f. If you will copy 


Theſe few Hints, about the Manner of -writ- _.___..* 7 


after theſe Writers, your future Hiſtories Will! 


be ſure to be approved by learned Men, and to 
be uſeful to the World. You may then go on 
to publiſh with univerſal Applauſe, till you have 
exhauſted the Memoirs of your long Practice, 


De Morbis Vulgaribus. + Monita & Præcep- 

a Medica. See the few Obſervations of his own, 

n his Synopſis Univerſe Medicine. 4 Medical 
Eſſays and Obſervations. bs 5 | 
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